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THE MILFORD TREE COMMISSION 
Minutes of the April 8, 2024 Meeting 
A. ROLL CALL 

Commission Members: 

Bryan Mancini - Chairman

Nancy Iddings - Vice Chairman

Jim Malaney

Cheryl Cappiali

Connie Gaynor

Kelly Miller

Guests:



Steve Johnson, Tree Warden, City of Milford
Absent:



Jim Malaney






David Skirkanich

Recording Secretary: 


Annie Mecca
  




  




  


  


A.  CALL TO ORDER 
Bryan Mancini called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 
B.  CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES
· Minutes were not available from the February 12 2024 meeting at this time.  Bryan Mancini took the February 12, 2024 minutes and will provide the minutes under separate cover. 
C.  ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
· Financial Update – As of March 31,2024, the Financial Report is as follows: $400.00 in Secretarial Fees, $1,000.00 for Trees and Shrubs, $1 for Travel, $5.00 for postage, $5.00 for Duplication, $5.00 for Office Supplies and $5.00 for Printing and Binding. 
D.  STREET TREE REPLACEMENTS/TREE REQUESTS 

· Bridgeport Avenue, Devon – Ongoing - Steve Johnson will have a report next month with an update.
· Jake Luckman – Tree between 185-189 Meadowside Rd. - Steve Johnson indicated that Mr. Luckman had planted Dogwood and Crab Apple on the property.  The snow shelves are very small it is limited as to what could be planted there. Bryan will reach out to Mr. Luckman on more suggestions for plantings
E.  TREE WARDEN APPEALS / STREET TREE MATTERS
· Tree Warden Postings – Review/Update:  Steve Johnson indicated that we have been catching up with tree removal and we are utilizing some state funds for this.  We have contracted Razor’s Edge to help with the tree removal.

· 109 Meadow’s End Road – Red Maple – had defects and decay inside and a lift – Steve Johnson met with the homeowner and the tree was removed.

· Silver Street - Silver Maple – The owner is resistant to remove their tree – the tree is in significant decline and was tagged for removal – because of the extensive pruning this tree will be re-assessed after it leafs out.

· 4 Reed Street – Appeal of Removal – Steve Johnson had indicated that there are 2 Red Maples and one Norway Maple – their roots are constrained, tops are broken, peeling. Residents did not complain about the sidewalks but upon review Tom Hunt indicated that the trees should be removed as potions of the driveways are lifted. An additional review will be made and then a decision will be made including the residents there.
· Knob Hill – 2 Norway Maples – Tom Hunt met with the owners and he had tagged the trees for removal but there was an appeal filed.  Steve Johnson  indicated the owners had an arborist provide a report indicating the trees were healthy and just needed to be pruned and cabled – ultimately the owners allowed the trees to be removed.

F.   ARBORETUM
· RWA (Regional Water Authority) Arbor Day Planting – This planting will take place on Friday, April 26, 2024, starting around 1:00 pm. RWA purchased the trees, several conifers and crab apples to be planted in the Arboretum, West River Street side at the end of Founder’s Way. 
G.  TREE ORDINANCE – Steve Johnson indicated that he is researching some information regarding what determines a tree to be a city tree or a homeowner tree and whose responsibility it would be. Some information in other towns and in the State of Connecticut would determine that a tree would need to be over 50% on city property to have the tree become the city’s responsibility.  More details to come
H. TREE HONOR PROJECT – 
· Steve Johnson indicated that a possible Japanese Umbrella Tree and a Siberian Larch could be nominated.  More updates to come.
I.  NEW BUSINESS
· Hartford Recommended Trees List – tabled at his time
· Earth Day – April 20, 2024, from 10:00 am – 3:00 pm inside the Milford Library on the Main Floor. 
· Tree Giveaway – April 27, 2024 from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm pick up at Eisenhower Park in the lower lot.
I.  INTER-AGENCY REVIEWS
· None at this time.
J.  ADJOURNMENT
· Kelly Miller made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Bryan Mancini seconded the motion, the committee voted and the motion was carried unanimously.  The
April 8, 2024 meeting of The Milford Tree Commission was adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 
The minutes of the meeting of The Milford Tree Commission held April 8, 2024 are respectfully submitted,  
By: ___________________________ 

      Annie Mecca, Recording Secretary  
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