
 

A special thanks to the library staff for their support with a big sign at the circulation

desk and volunteers from the library's Teen Activity Group that helped move boxes of

books onto the tables. Also many thanks to the Friends volunteers who unpacked

books on all of the tables during setup and the fabulous volunteers who worked all day

during the sale.  And finally thanks to the end-of-sale teen volunteers who packed

leftover books along with Friends volunteers and moved all of the book boxes back. It

really was a team effort! Thank you to everyone who pitched in to make the sale an

epic success!

The Friends Holiday Book Sale brought many

visitors to the library in December. There were

at least a dozen people waiting outside to get in

when the doors opened at 10am. Despite the

less than stellar weather that day, there was a

steady stream of parents, children,

grandparents, teachers, and book lovers raving

about the quality of what was available for sale.

Many books were sold to happy customers

looking to stock their shelves or find gifts for

the holidays while supporting a good cause.
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The City of Milford Budget process for 2023-2024 has begun and the publication of the Mayor’s Proposed
Budget is a starting point for the next steps. The Board of Finance will make recommendations and the Board
of Alderman ultimately approves the city budget.

Please let our city leaders know what the library means to you and that you support the current
proposed library budget without any cuts.

Please contact your alderman via email, phone, or letter. Just a few words about what the library means to
you personally and that you support the library budget will help and would be greatly appreciated.  Personal
stories also make an impact, such as a parent sharing the joy their child experienced at story time or the
friendships they formed, using library computers for job searching, saving dollars as a new retiree by checking
out books, how you use the e-content (e-books, audio books, etc.), learning something new at a program, how
the library staff helped you, etc.

Find your alderperson at the link below.  Click on their name for contact information:

https://www.ci.milford.ct.us/board-of-aldermen  

If you are unsure of your district, a map can be 
found at the link below.  Scroll down to 
"What municipal district do you live in?"

https://www.ci.milford.ct.us/registrars-of-voters/pages/voting-locations-and-who-are-my-representatives

The Mayor’s Proposed Budget for 
2023-2024 can be found here:

https://www.ci.milford.ct.us/city-budget

                                                              

HELP TO ADVOCATE FOR THE LIBRARY!

scan me

Public comments are welcome at the upcoming Board of Aldermen Public

Meeting, typically held in April. Additional information will be sent to members

when the schedule is available. Thank you in advance for stepping up and using

your voice to advocate for the Milford Public Library!

VISIT STOP & SHOP IN MARCH
Great news! Each month, the Stop & Shop Community Bag Program gives

back to our communities by selecting a nonprofit local to each store to

benefit from the purchase of every Community Bag. For the month of March

2023, Friends of the Milford Public Library is the selected nonprofit! We are

honored to be part of the Stop & Shop Community Bag Program! Starting

March 1st, 2023 and for the entire month of March, when you purchase a

$2.50 reusable Community Bag at the Stop & Shop located at 855

Bridgeport Avenue in Milford, $1 is donated to the Friends of the Milford

Library. 

https://www.ci.milford.ct.us/board-of-aldermen
https://www.ci.milford.ct.us/registrars-of-voters/pages/voting-locations-and-who-are-my-representatives
https://www.ci.milford.ct.us/city-budget


Suzanne will impact library services and programs and oversee the ordering of adult nonfiction publications. “I
always appreciate patrons reaching out to me with suggestions and feedback,” she says. At present, she is
looking into providing arts and entertainment programs that include musical performances, storytelling and
author talks. 

Although the new role has new responsibilities, Suzanne will continue to relish in the tasks that make her an
endeared employee. “I love working at the library because it is a people job and I get to interact with a wide
range of patrons – from children to families to individual adults,” she says. “In the new position, I will get to
work with a new age group and investigate new genres while expanding my skill set.

“Working at the library is a nice balance for me,” she continues.”It's literacy, culture, community involvement
and public service… this encompasses everything I really love.” 

Suzanne, who was raised in Milford, is a longtime fan of the Milford Library. “I’ve always been a reader,” she
says. “I’ve been coming here since I was a child as well as my three kids. Now, two of my children are in college
and one is in high school.” Library Director Christine Angeli says she is “thrilled” to have Suzanne take the
assistant director job. 

"Suzanne has led our Children's Department for the last 20 years, and, under her leadership, the Children’s
Department has undergone a major renovation, increased the number and breadth of programs offered, and
built strong partnerships with our schools and local child care agencies,” Christine says. 

She adds that Suzanne has been a constant presence in the lives of generations of Milford families, nurturing
a love of reading, learning and community service in countless children. 
“We look forward to having her in her new role as she helps plan and develop new library services for all
residents,” Christine said. 

In turn, Suzanne is very much looking forward to working side-by-side with Christine. “Chris has wonderful
ideas and is working towards providing even greater services to our members,” says Suzanne. “We are
collaborating on a very actionable strategic plan to provide our community with a library that meets their
needs."

The Milford Public Library has named Suzanne Harrison-Thomas as its new
assistant director.  There is no doubt that Suzanne has been well-groomed
for the job. During the past 24 years, she has been a fixture at the library. “I
started working here as a page while I was an undergraduate,” she says,
smiling. “I later worked in reference and then, after I got my master’s, I
applied for the position of children’s librarian. I held that title for about 21
years.” 

When Nancy Abby retired as assistant director last year, Suzanne
recognized the opportunity and threw her hat in the ring. “I knew I had the
training and the skills to take on a new career challenge,” she says.  “As
assistant director, I am able to broaden my focus and still provide a
community-oriented service.” 

Let's Welcome Suzanne Harrison-Thomas!

The Milford Bank Foundation offers grants to local non-profit
organizations and the Friends of the Milford Library is
honored to have been selected as a 2022 grant recipient.
The Milford Bank has supported the Friends for many years,
including sponsoring the Party in the Stacks, the Employee
Giving Campaign, and with grants. Many thanks!

THANK YOU MILFORD BANK FOUNDATION



In February, changes were made to the program listings on the library website.  The library has started a

subscription to an online program registration software, LibCal. There will no longer be a list of each

program on the website, but instead it has a link to an online program listing and calendar. The Young

Adult and Children's Department have been trialing it and adult programs have recently been added.

Paper calendars can still be printed, and are available at all library service desks.

Use the filters to select the calendar you are interested in: Adult Calendar, Children’s Calendar, Young

Adult Calendar or All Calendars. Filter events by Online or In-Person.

Find information on programs, book clubs, story times, genealogy and more!  Try it out here, Library

Online Calendar link: https://milford-pl.libcal.com/calendar or scan the QR code. 

February Event Highlights:

Thursday, February 16th at 1:00 PM: Online Author Talk with Grace M. Cho 

Tuesday, February 21 at 2:00pm: Movie Matinee "The Woman King" 

And so many more! Scan the QR code to see all of the FUN events at the 

library this month! 

The FOML Annual Membership Meeting to be held on
Sunday, March 19th at 2pm in the library.

During the meeting, FOML officer elections will be
held. Positions up for election include: President, Vice
President Membership, and Treasurer.

Per FOML bylaws, the nominating committee sets
the schedule for accepting nominations from
members. Anyone wishing to submit a nomination or
self-nominate for a position must send your intention
to milfordlib.friends@gmail.com before March 1st.
No one may be nominated without their consent and
nominations will not be accepted from the floor
during the meeting.
 

Upcoming Annual Membership Meeting 

NEW ONLINE PROGRAM CALENDAR

The committee will meet with and vet the prospective nominees for a position through March 10th.

 

We hope you will join us on March 19th for a fun get together. As we get closer to the event, keep

an eye out for an email with additional details and an invitation! The FOML webpage contains

additional information about the Friends, including our newsletter archive. Visit Friends of the

Milford Library for more information.

https://milford-pl.libcal.com/calendar
mailto:milfordlib.friends@gmail.com
https://www.ci.milford.ct.us/milford-public-library/pages/friends-of-the-milford-library


MERCHANDISE

FRIENDS OF THE MILFORD LIBRARY NEWSLETTER
Winter 2023

Coffee Mug: $10.00
Canvas Book Bag: $10.00 

Only a few left!
Get yours before they're gone! 

Here is a sneak peak of our new

Looking for a gift for a library lover? FOML is selling book bags and mugs! All
merchandise can be purchased at the library circulation desk. Cash or
check only. Checks should be made payable to the Friends of the Milford
Library.  

      Friends of the Milford Library bags coming soon!

BECOME A FRIEND
The Friends of the Milford Library is a non-profit, 501(c)3 volunteer
organization. The focus of the group is to foster relations between the
Milford Library and the community, to focus attention on library services, and
to encourage and support fund raising activities.  To join the fun and learn
more visit: milfordlibrary.org or contact us at milfordlib.friends@gmail.com.

Thank you to our newsletter contributors: 
Amy Bringardner, Carol King, Pam Pilla and Diana Lockwood-Bordaña

SUPPORT 

Looking for a used book or DVD to buy? Stop by the Milford Public Library
and peruse the selection of gently used books and DVDs available for sale.
On display in the downstairs lobby, The sale is available whenever the
library is open! All adult and young adult books and DVDs sell for just $1
each. Children's books are just 50 cents each. 

BOOK SALE

WHAT WE DO
We Fund Library Programs 

Programs for children, young adults, & adults
Online Author Talk Series
Summer Reading Programs
Free & discounted museum passes

We Support the Milford Community
Library Friends Table
Welcome to Milford Bags
Three Little Libraries

We Fundraise
Book & DVD sales
FOML Merchandise sales
Special Events like Party in
the Stacks

We Advocate for the Library
Ambassadors for the library
Emails & Letters to elected
officials

https://www.ci.milford.ct.us/milford-public-library/pages/friends-of-the-milford-library
http://gmail.com/

