
From: Plannng Mailbox
To: David Sulkis; Susan LaFond; Joseph Griffith
Subject: FW: Public hearing
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 1:47:36 PM

Item D-1 is 135 Broad Street, so I don’t think this should be part of the speaker’s list, but here it is in case you want to
respond as with the others.
 

From: Abby Bishop [mailto:thebishopfamily03@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:00 AM
To: Plannng Mailbox
Subject: Public hearing
 
Name: Curran Bishop
Address: 21 Green
Phone Number (needed if you are dialing into the meeting): 203-812-9928
What agenda item(s) would you like to speak on: D, 1
Are you "for" or "against" the item (this is needed to organize the speaker order; see Public Hearing
procedure document): “for”
____________________________________________________________________________________

mailto:Planning@Milfordct.gov
mailto:DSulkis@Milfordct.gov
mailto:SLaFond@Milfordct.gov
mailto:JGriffith@Milfordct.gov
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Susan LaFond

From: David Sulkis

Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 9:17 AM

To: Susan LaFond

Cc: Joseph Griffith

Subject: 125-135 Broad FW: Smith Funeral Home Project in Downtown

 

 

From: David Esposito <davidespo13@gmail.com>  

Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 9:04 AM 

To: David Sulkis <DSulkis@Milfordct.gov> 

Subject: Smith Funeral Home Project in Downtown 

 

Mr Sulkis: 

 

I am writing this note in support of Bob Smith's proposed development at the Smith funeral home site. I think it will 

enhance our downtown and provide financial stimulus to our downtown businesses. Bob has always done things in a 

first-class manner and has always been a champion of our city. I have faith in him. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dave Esposito 

153 Burnt Plains Rd 

Milford, CT 06461 
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Susan LaFond

From: David Sulkis

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 9:14 AM

To: Susan LaFond

Cc: Joseph Griffith

Subject: FW: Metro on Broad -125-135 Broad

Correspondence for 125-135 Broad. 

 

 

From: Debbie McCall <debbie.mccall@pb.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 7:49 AM 

To: David Sulkis <DSulkis@Milfordct.gov> 

Subject: Metro on Broad 

 

 

 

To:  Mr. David Sulkis, City Planner 

David, I wanted to write on behalf of Downtown Milford and the newest proposed project Metro on Broad.  I have lived 

in Milford for 18 years now and the Downtown area is part of what originally attracted me to this area.  The first 

restaurant we went to when searching for a home was Rainbow Gardens.  We immediately loved the charm and found 

the people very welcoming.  I recently lived downtown at the Anchorage in a rental for a year and really got the full 

affect of downtown living.  I loved everything about it, from the small businesses, the great restaurants, the concerts, 

the fairs on the green and much more.  During Covid it has been sad to see small businesses and restaurants take a hit 

and I think if we don’t move forward with projects like this it will continue to decline.  Milford is such a great New 

England town and I would hate for it to lose the reason people move here.  I fully support this project.  Thank you, 

Debbie McCall 

 

 

Debbie McCall 

9 Mont Street 

Milford, CT  06460 

 

 

 

Debbie McCall 

Global Technology, Optimization and Business Operations 

Pitney Bowes Global Services 

 
T +1 203 922 4102 
M +1 203 980 4812 
Debbie.mccall@pb.com 
pitneybowes.com 
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27 Waterview Drive 
Shelton, CT  06484 
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Susan LaFond

From: David Sulkis

Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 7:39 AM

To: Susan LaFond

Cc: Joseph Griffith

Subject: 125-135 Broad st FW: Metro on Broad

 

 

From: Jodee Caruso <jodee@atomickidstudios.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 8:24 PM 

To: David Sulkis <DSulkis@Milfordct.gov> 

Subject: Metro on Broad 

 

Hi David, 

 

Very nice to meet you. I hope this message reaches you well as I am writing on behalf of Mr. Robert Smith and the 

development of Metro on Broad.  

 

I started working in downtown Milford in 2017 at a video production studio and had the pleasure of working directly 

with Bob of Metro Star in 2018. By working directly with Bob, I got the pleasure of seeing first hand a master at his craft 

along with his determination of building and growing this beautiful city of Milford. Bob is constantly evolving Milford for 

the better, modernizing it while maintaining its history and beauty.  

 

As a Milford resident, (12 Bayberry Lane, Milford, CT 06460) I am in strong favor of Metro Star’s new development on 

Broad Street to bring future residents, engage new and existing businesses and stimulate our economy.  

 

Please let me know if there is any additional information I can provide.  

 

Thank you for your time.  

Jodee  

 

 

   

JODEE CARUSO 

Senior Producer  

Atomic Kid Studios  

   

 

203-979-6652  

 

jodee@atomickidstudios.com  

 

atomickidstudios.com  
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Susan LaFond

From: David Sulkis

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 1:06 PM

To: Susan LaFond

Cc: Joseph Griffith

Subject: 125-135 Broad St Metro on Broad

 

 

From: Julie Knudsen <ecubedjk@yahoo.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 11:33 AM 

To: David Sulkis <DSulkis@Milfordct.gov> 

Subject: Metro on Broad 

 

Dear Mr. Sulkis, 
 
I am writing on behalf of Carol Kuryla and her company's Metro on Broad project.  I love the idea of renovating the Smith 
Funeral home, as well as building a new residential community behind it. 
 
I absolutely love Milford!  I was born and raised in upstate NY, but have called Milford my home for the past 30 years.  I 
wouldn't want to live anywhere else. A big part of that reason is because of Milford's downtown area.  In my eyes, it would 
only benefit the city if a new Metro Star residential community was added to the already charming downtown area.  Being 
familiar with the work of their company, it is guaranteed that the development would be absolutely beautiful and one more 
reason to cherish Milford. 
 
Thank you for your time in this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Julie Knudsen 
44 Naugatuck Avenue 
Milford  



 

 

 

 

 

 

The City of Milford 

Planning & Zoning  

70 West River St, Milford 

Attn: Mr. David Sulkis, City Planner 

 

Dear Mr. Sulkis,                                                                                             08/26/2020 
 

The City of Milford has had a long-term relationship with Metro Star, and in turn they 

have helped reshape our downtown into an appealing and bustling epi-enter, while 

retaining its New England charm and respecting its history. 
 

Many might argue that we have seen too much development, but from what I have seen, 

Metro Star has taken every precaution to set-back these recent developments through 

appropriate design, aesthetic, and placement within an historic district. The people who 

desire to live downtown, do so because they want the ease, beauty and walkability our 

downtown gives them - complete with dining options, shops and other amenities, such 

as an active harbor, offered nowhere else. They can also access public transportation and 

be in New Haven or New York with ease, not having to drive or park anywhere. 
 

It is our downtown that is the draw. No developer in their right mind would want to 

overdevelop and lose that charm and beauty. It is a major selling point for Metro Star 

and to their tenants. And they have shown Milford that respect. 
 

This design and plan will bring more attention to the historic Simon Lake home, as more 

people will have access to it and its history. History is also a huge tourism draw. The 

apartments will be out of sight in an area that had been forgotten and neglected for a 

long time. The buildings that were along the tracks (most agree were part of Simon 

Lake's labs) were beyond salvaging. Yet their unique roof design will live on, sharing yet 

another part of the story of Milford's heritage. 
 

Change can be a difficult pill to swallow, but I feel confident that Metro Star will continue 

to respect and embrace the "look" of Milford; our uniqueness, beauty and history.  

 

Paige Miglio 
(Milford resident since 1996) 

Executive Director, Milford Arts Council 

Chairman Board of Directors, Milford Regional Chamber of Commerce 

 

Milford Arts Council, the MAC  / 40 Railroad Ave  / Milford  /  06460  /  milfordarts.org 
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Susan LaFond

From: David Sulkis

Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 7:39 AM

To: Susan LaFond

Cc: Joseph Griffith

Subject: 125-135 Broad FW: Smith Funeral Home Property

Categories: SUE FOLLOW UP

 

 

From: Paul Davis <psdavis1616@gmail.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 8:27 PM 

To: David Sulkis <DSulkis@Milfordct.gov> 

Subject: Smith Funeral Home Property 

 

Dear Mr. Sulkis, 

 

I am writing to you in support of the proposed renovation and development of the Smith Funeral Home in Milford. It is 

my understanding there will be a hearing shortly on this topic.  

 

I have been working in Milford for 30 years as a physician and I have held many leadership  positions within the Milford 

Hospital system. I have seen the town grow from a sleepy New Haven county bedroom community to a thriving city , the 

envy of many towns and cities in Connecticut. This did not happen by accident, but through careful encouragement and 

growth approved by city officials. I have seen this unfold over the past 3 decades and was so impressed with the quality 

of life,  I moved to town 8 years ago myself. 

 

To that end, Robert Smith has developed many projects and has been instrumental in pushing the town forward with 

outstanding concepts, design and execution. All of this while still maintaining the New England flair of the city. The 

proposed Smith Funeral Home project is more of the same. I have reviewed the plans myself. It clearly maintains a 

historical frontage and provides needed housing for its residents. A choice of single family homes, condominiums and 

rentals is important as our population is diverse.  

 

I urge you to approve this project as I have confidence in its developer. He will create a project Milford can be proud of 

which will also support local businesses and ultimately boost our tax roles. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Paul S. Davis M.D. 

463 Gulf Street 

Milford 
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Susan LaFond

From: David Sulkis

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 1:05 PM

To: Susan LaFond

Cc: Joseph Griffith

Subject: 125-135 Broad St Metro on Broad Support

 

 

From: Robert Chesson <rchesson@landlordlawfirm.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 11:45 AM 

To: David Sulkis <DSulkis@Milfordct.gov> 

Subject: Metro on Broad Support 

 

Mr. Sulkis, 

 

I am writing to offer my support for the proposed Metro on Broad project set for a hearing on September 1, 2020.  I 

operate a business on Broad Street in Milford and reside in Milford at 50 Randolph Farm Road. 

 

This project is both compatible with Milford’s development plans to pursue TOD opportunities in the most effective 

locations and it offers critical, high-quality living and business opportunities to the Milford economy at a time when they 

are needed most. 

 

Please note my support for this project on the record at the hearing on Tuesday as I am unable to attend live. 

 

Robert W. Chesson, Esq. 

 
215 Broad Street | Milford, CT 06460 
Tel: 203.874.4747 | Fax: 203.874.4701 
rchesson@landlordlawfirm.com 
www.landlordlawfirm.com 
 
LandlordLawFirm, LLF and the LandlordLawFirm Logo are trademarks of Chesson & Schweickert LLC. 

Confidential & Privileged: 
Unless otherwise indicated or obvious from its nature, the information contained in this communication is attorney-client 
privileged and confidential information/work product. This communication is intended for the use of the individual or entity 
named above.  If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication 
in error or are not sure whether it is privileged, please immediately notify us by return e-mail and destroy any copies--
electronic, paper or otherwise--which you may have of this communication. 
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Susan LaFond

From: David Sulkis

Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 10:05 AM

To: Susan LaFond

Cc: Joseph Griffith

Subject: 125-135 Broad st FW: Metro on Broad

 

 

From: Stephen Barrante <sb@stephenbarrante.com>  

Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 10:04 AM 

To: David Sulkis <DSulkis@Milfordct.gov> 

Subject: Metro on Broad 

 

Hi David, 

 

My name is Stephen Barrante and I am a 20 year resident of Milford, located at 54 Paddock Place, as well as a local 

business owner in the downtown and board member of the Downtown Milford Business Association. I have been 

following the progress of the 135 Metro on Broad street project, and wanted to reach out to you to express my support 

for MetroStar and the continued development of this area.  

 

I have reviewed the plans and proposals, and I appreciate the sensitivity that is being given to maintain the history of the 

Smith Funeral Home, and surrounding Broad Street views. This addition of the mixed use buildings that are set back 

along the tracks will provide some excellent housing options for professionals commuting to both NH and NY, as well 

additional patronage to business in the area. 

 

Both our office spaces have been (currently are) in properties that were build by MetroStar and so I can speak first hand 

that the quality of these spaces and the general curb appeal to our clients has been a big factor in having us choose this 

area as a location to conduct our business.  

 

I am unable to attend the public hearing on 9/1, but please consider this as my official endorsement of the project. 

 

Regards, 

Stephen 

 

 
---------------------------------- 
STEPHEN BARRANTE 
 
sb@stephenbarrante.com 
www.atomickidstudios.com 
(203) 258-5588 
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Susan LaFond

From: David Sulkis

Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 8:06 AM

To: Susan LaFond

Cc: Joseph Griffith

Subject: FW: 125 Broad Street

 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Walter Sheahan <sheahanproperties@att.net>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 5:07 PM 

To: David Sulkis <DSulkis@Milfordct.gov> 

Subject: 125 Broad Street 

 

My Name Is Walter Poli 

Sheahan Jr. And I  Live At 10 Villa Rosa Terrace, Milford, Ct. 

I Was Born And Raised In Milford, My Family On My Mother’s Side, Are The Original Merwins (Miles Merwin), And My 

Father, A Poli.  

 

I’m In 100% Favor Of The Proposed Project By Metro Star At The 125 Board Street Property. I Have Watched Robert 

Smith Build Northing But Beautiful Buildings, And Developments, In Downtown And Around Milford. Robert Smiths 

Development Work In The Downtown Area Over The Years Has Helped Transformed The Down Town Area Beautifully, 

Nothing But Positive. Robert Smith Is A Milford Treasure. 

 

Sincerely, 

Walter Sheahan. 

203 214-3880 
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Susan LaFond

From: David Sulkis

Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 7:40 AM

To: Susan LaFond

Cc: Joseph Griffith

Subject: 125-135 Broad FW: metro on broad

 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: billd@sbcrestaurants.com <billd@sbcrestaurants.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 6:18 PM 

To: David Sulkis <DSulkis@Milfordct.gov> 

Subject: metro on broad 

 

Hi David I am writing you in regards to the new proposed project at the old smith funeral home. I would like to express 

my approval of the project. I believe this type of project is perfect for Milford downtown. 

 AS an owner of a business downtown I believe mixed use housing is the live blood of  businesses downtown. I am also 

live in Milford and think it is a plus to our downtown area. 

 

William da Silva 

SBC Restaurants and Breweries 

33 New Haven ave 

Milford, ct 
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Susan LaFond

From: Meg E. Greene

Sent: Thursday, August 6, 2020 9:23 AM

To: Susan LaFond

Subject: FW: Proposed Plan for Smith Property downtown

 

 

From: adrilatouf@gmail.com <adrilatouf@gmail.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, August 4, 2020 3:37 PM 

To: Plannng Mailbox <Planning@Milfordct.gov>; David Sulkis <DSulkis@Milfordct.gov>; jgriffith@milford.ct.gov; Meg E. 

Greene <MGreene@Milfordct.gov>; Frank Smith <fjs232@hotmail.com>; Martin Hardiman 

<mhardiman@sbcglobal.net> 

Cc: Mayor-Ben Blake <Mayor@Milfordct.gov> 

Subject: Proposed Plan for Smith Property downtown 

 

Dear P&Z Board Members, 

 

Metro Star’s planned development for the property is too large for such a small parcel of land.  There is not 

enough parking and with all those 2 and 3 bedroom units, where are the children going to play?   

Please take this into consideration when meeting with Metro Star tonight before approving this project. 

Regards, 

Adri Latouf – Milford CT 

 

 



From: Meg E. Greene
To: Susan LaFond
Subject: FW: Metro Stars downtown proposal and St Gabriel"s woods
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:35:58 AM

 
 

From: Frank Smith 
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:08 AM
To: Laura Rose; Plannng Mailbox; Mayor-Ben Blake; David Sulkis; Joseph Griffith; Meg E. Greene; Martin
Hardiman; Constance Gaynor
Subject: Re: Metro Stars downtown proposal and St Gabriel's woods
 
Hi Laura,  I agree with your sentiments expressed here and will be in attendance to speak
against the Smith property proposal before the P&Z Board this evening.
 
Thanks
Frank Smith
Alderman 3rd District
(203)  882-8870
 
Get Outlook for iOS

From: Laura Rose <marathonrose@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2020 12:36:08 PM
To: planning@ci.milford.ct.us <planning@ci.milford.ct.us>; Mayor@Milfordct.gov
<Mayor@Milfordct.gov>; dsulkis@milfordct.gov <dsulkis@milfordct.gov>; jgriffith@milfordct.gov
<jgriffith@milfordct.gov>; mgreene@ci.milford.ct.us <mgreene@ci.milford.ct.us>;
fjs232@hotmail.com <fjs232@hotmail.com>; mhardiman@sbcglobal.net
<mhardiman@sbcglobal.net>; connie.c.gaynor@gmail.com <connie.c.gaynor@gmail.com>
Subject: Metro Stars downtown proposal and St Gabriel's woods
 
Dear Mayor Blake, all of P&Z (Office personal and elected representatives)
and our Alderman's,
 
Please share with anyone I listed as I do not have emails for them.  Also
please register this letter formally into P&Z Metro Star proposals for 125-135
Broad St as well as St. Gabriel's School at 1 Tudor Rd.
 
I would like to express my humble concerns,
 
Connecticut is a beautiful state and we are very fortunate to live here. 
However the environment, land and water is not fortunate to have us!  
 
Our ignorance and arrogance damages them all.  We constantly leak sewage
because we cannot seem to get funds to the important departments.  How old
is our sewage system?  How much money is funneled to these departments
for repairs?  How many more people can it handle?  Is it leaking right
now?????
 

mailto:MGreene@Milfordct.gov
mailto:SLaFond@Milfordct.gov
https://aka.ms/o0ukef


In the last year I have seen 5 tress removed from just my block.  The tree in
our back yard is one of the few remaining and all of the birds seem to be
living in this ONE tree.  Why am I writing about trees?  Well it deeply
saddens me as trees are a large part of what sparked my love for
Connecticut.  Trees and wildlife seem to be an incidental to us.  Wont the
joke be on us!!  or rather our grand kids when they are gone.  
 
Where will all the wildlife from St Gabriel's woods go?  What will happen to
our brown water?  Will it get "Browner"? hmmmm?  Will Metro Star be
replacing all the trees around Smith Funeral home or will those birds and
squirrels just be another incidental?
 

Unfortunately Milford does not look like the New England towns I fell
in love with when I arrived but that is not a valid argument to stop
development nor is the life of a squirrel. 
 

I would greatly appreciate feedback from all involved.  You must be
smart folks right?  Smarter than this modest Iowa girl.  Please share
your plans as this Iowa girl is deeply troubled that some may be
asleep at the wheel.
 
 
 
Here are valid points...
 
 
1. Have the studies that are done for traffic, sewage, sanitation, additional
education resources, pedestrians, economic impact, parking, etc been
updated to reflect COVID changes? Many people are now working from
home permanently. Is this all accounted for in the Studies completed
2. The parking study states that peak times of parking will not conflict but
wouldn't that depend on many unknown factors  People working from
Home  As well as the hours of retail and offices who are not confirmed yet
3. Milford requires 154 Paring Spots for what Metro Star is proposing at
Smith Funeral Home.  They are TELLING you that they will create 120.  Are
you going to publicly let them do what they want or are you going to hold to
your own rules?
4. Where is the traffic report for this proposal and its impact on
downtown?
5. Has an estimate been done on unemployment repercussions
6. In the current market who is going to take on a purchase or an extremely
expensive RENTAL with no investment gains ON TOP of Train Tracks
7. How much rent could you expect a person to commit long term to when
dealing with that noise
8. Will we have residents moving from an existing property to a new address,
leaving empty residence to deteriorate
9. Do these plans evoke a Seaside charm that Milford once cherished
10. DOES Milford NEED ALL of these housing units at all AND how many
housing complexes are empty to this day



11. What empty, vacant, blighted properties could use developers' attention?
12. Is it reasonable to think Mayor Blake & P&Z could encourage the
developers to focus on those? We would assume if Milford has a blueprint
and urban development plans in place this should already be accounted for.
Urban planning for development cannot be new to Milford!
13. CAN our INFRASTRUCTURE handle another major population spike
14. Does Milford Benefit as well OR just Metro Star
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Marqus
 



From: Meg E. Greene
To: Susan LaFond
Subject: FW: Smith Property 125-135 North Broad Street
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:30:19 AM

 
 

From: Allison Britting [mailto:brittial4260@msn.com] 
Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2020 7:47 PM
To: Mayor-Ben Blake; Plannng Mailbox; David Sulkis; Joseph Griffith; Meg E. Greene; Frank Smith; Martin
Hardiman; Constance Gaynor; Constance Gaynor
Subject: Smith Property 125-135 North Broad Street
 
ATTN:  ALL district elected P&Z Reps
 
To All Concerned:
 
Please read this in its entirely.  I realize it’s long, but you owe it to the citizens of this town
to review each and every piece of correspondence you receive before making a final
decision on the Smith Funeral Home property at 125-135 North Broad Street.
 
I wish I could say “I don’t believe it,” but I have seen Milford go down this road WAY too
many times recently.  Still, I couldn’t live with myself if I didn’t speak up and add my voice to
those who find this potential action unacceptable, yet again.  You bet I’m against this
proposal!
 
I have been a Milford resident all my life and expect to remain so for the rest of it.  But I
have to say, I am not happy about having to confront decisions like this on what has turned
into a routine basis.  I have watched too many historic properties become compromised
and/or destroyed in Milford – and have joined in the fight to stop them.  I often wonder if
those on Planning and Zoning and in other city offices just take the “easy” way out by
agreeing with all of these housing/retail developments without a second thought.  It
certainly appears that way.  Your reputation precedes you, including scheduling meetings
at the last minute and/or changing them so the general populace of Milford does not know
about them--and it is not becoming.
 
I have spent a fair portion of “Covid quarantine” taking walks around various parts of Milford
and noting again what a pretty town I – and we – are blessed to live in.  And then I pass by
some monstrosity that has been built where a historic house or building once stood or one
that is being threatened.  I have also walked and driven around some nearby towns that
have a much higher ratio of keeping their historic buildings intact and respecting their
history.  I can’t help but mourn and berate those who made such choices here in Milford. 
 
So, now our town is under “fire” again.  Our beautiful downtown, where so many people
come to walk and enjoy the feeling of “New England.”   The Smith Funeral property has a
long and illustrious history, including the fact that it used to be the home of Simon Lake –
one of Milford’s most famous citizens.  The house is beautiful architecturally, and the
surrounding area serves to enhance the location.  If this plan is pushed forward, that grand
house’s aesthetic will be forever compromised with the removal of the side and rear port
cocheres and other details and overwhelmed by the new buildings surrounding it, one of

mailto:MGreene@Milfordct.gov
mailto:SLaFond@Milfordct.gov


which will be practically on top of it.  The grounds will become parking lots -- more black
asphalt taking over our picturesque town, replacing the greenery that shields much of the
current parking lot from view.   Not to mention the parking and traffic nightmare that will be
created.  Even more residents, customers, and commuters all vying for access to the
streets around the Green.  It is already an extremely dense area for traffic – it will only get
worse.  Milford is lucky to have a large number of visitors and residents who enjoy walking
along the Green.  With the large amount of added vehicular traffic, access will be sharply
curtailed and the pleasant aspect of this will disappear.
 
There are any number of vacant or vacated strip malls and store fronts in Milford that are
sorely in need of an attractive complex like this.  The old Shop Rite plaza, several areas
along the Post Road, that eyesore that stands on the other side of the railroad tracks where
7-11 used to be, and so on.  Not to mention the fact that with the current financial climate,
we could well see other areas like the Post Mall losing even more tenants than they already
have and possibly being forced to close.  People have lost their jobs and may not get them
back; if they are lucky enough to get new jobs, it may not be for some time.  What kind of
information was been obtained prior to allowing this project to proceed to assure citizens
that these “dwellings” and storefronts will be utilized quickly, and that they are needed and
affordable to the clientele we have in Milford?  On a very quick look on only one website,
Milford has 171 apartments currently available for rent.  Of those, 60 of the 66-apartment
facility at 92-94 Plains Road, built by the same MetroStar, are available.  Do I have to
mention that that average sucks?  That is likely not everything available, either, and I didn’t
include houses for rent in my brief search.  So, why exactly, do we need to add another
large amount to sit vacant?  We certainly don’t need any additional storefronts to sit vacant,
either.
 
It seems to me that Milford has already got more space to fill than it can handle.  And we
don’t need to make more by losing our beautiful downtown area, as well as compromising
ANOTHER historic property.  Speaking of which, the Simon Lake Laboratory was being
considered for the State Register of Historic Properties; it has now been torn down in
anticipation of this project, and we have lost yet another piece of Milford’s history.  I cannot
tell you how humiliated I am that my hometown government feels the need to continue to
allow pieces of our past to disappear while allowing developers to profit for no good
reason.  I point my finger at all of you, but particularly at the Planning and Zoning Board
personnel who continually show they care nothing about Milford time and time again.  You
should be ashamed of yourselves.
 
Sincerely yours,    Allison Britting; 9 Bayberry Lane, Milford



From: Meg E. Greene
To: Susan LaFond
Subject: FW: Major concern about the scope of this proposed project
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:39:53 AM

Duplicate?
 

From: Elizabeth Rake [mailto:beth.rake1@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2020 1:00 PM
To: Meg E. Greene
Subject: Major concern about the scope of this proposed project
 
As a relatively new resident of Milford I was shocked to see the scope of the proposed
development that The Metro 135 llc is proposing. Traffic is bad enough in downtown Milford(
especially during the summer) This is an “off year” because of COVID 19 but the crowds will
be back. Speaking as a transplant from NYC I fell in love with Milford precisely because you
had managed to maintain a small town feel around your historic green. The Little City with the
Big Heart” If this goes thru as is,it will look like “ The Little City that Sold It’s Soul”.
I understand that things change, but this development is not considering how this will impact
all of downtown. the train commuters, the pedestrians, the traffic,
the visitors. Milford is a destination precisely because of it’s perceived quaintness. As far as I
can tell from the 3D rendering whatever space is not taken up by apartments is a parking lot(
and just exactly where is the rest of the required parking for this project supposed to come?)
There is not one attempt that I can see to consider anything but cramming as many apartments
as possible to give people the luxury of living butted up against the train station with
commuters arriving in their cars early in the morning to hope to get a parking spot (which
there will be far fewer of) and the opportunity of watching the commuters get on and off the
trains. And where are the children going to play? Did they even consider the needs of their
residents children? 
There is a reason this space was used mostly for parking cars and sheds If folks wanted to live
on top of each other near a train track where the air is fouled with car exhaust trapped between
the train tracks and your nice new three story wall of a building, they could probably do it
closer to Stamford or NYC and shorten their commute. 
Respectfully 
Elizabeth Rake
--
Beth Rake
beth.rake1@gmail
please note the change in my email address

mailto:MGreene@Milfordct.gov
mailto:SLaFond@Milfordct.gov


From: Plannng Mailbox
To: Susan LaFond
Subject: FW: Letter of Opposition to 125-135 Broad St and St. Gabriel"s woods
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 8:22:17 AM

Received after business hours 7/20/2020 due to Outlook becoming inoperable around 10:45 AM.
 
 

From: Bonnie Langley [mailto:bonbonie24@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 12:11 PM
To: Plannng Mailbox; Mayor-Ben Blake; David Sulkis; Joseph Griffith; Meg E. Greene
Subject: Letter of Opposition to 125-135 Broad St and St. Gabriel's woods
 
respectfully I wish to document my concerts to Mayor Blake, The Planning & Zoning
Board as well as any official deciding the fate of our home,
 
First off. why is tonight's meeting not set up for public comments re: broad st?
 
We are not attempting to build high walls and keep others from our beautiful utopia!
 
I feel it is irresponsible to continue to increase our population while ignoring our support systems.  We need an analysis of what a City
Must provide for its residents. Home is more than just a plot of land.
It is the school system, the quality of air and water. The safety a town/city can offer by having sufficient roads and traffic lights. The
capabilities of our sanitation, sewage and other forgotten & underfunded support systems. Raw Sewage leaks have become the norm and
no one seems to want to admit that our sewers are grossly ignored. We are stacking ourselves on top of each other to live on the coast. 
Humans are so arrogant and assume it's all OK because we can't see the poison we are exuding. Our wildlife is completely ignored by our
desire for more and more. We treat all these creatures OR actually don't treat them at all. They are insignificant to us UNTIL they are
gone!
 
Roads in downtown and coming in and out of walnut beach and devon are far from adequate to provide a safe commute.   Bridgeport
Ave, Naugatuck, Broad St, River St. Daniels St. are impossible. 
 
With developers like Metro Star adding several hundred people here and there those numbers add.  What have they generated in the past
5 years?
 
We have empty storefronts and rentals all over.  You must have data to answer how may and ho long? 
 
Current Milford residents are not building walls to keep others out we are merely asking that we don't unnecessarily create a dystopia and
include new residents in troubles that could have been avoided. 
 
I would not want to sell my home and move to Milford to find out the school system is going down the tube, I'm drinking toxic water
because of the over demand, our raw sewage is leaking into the sound every time I flush my toilet, and I cant get to work on time with out
almost losing my life on the drive. 
 
Regards,
 
Bonnie Langley

mailto:Planning@Milfordct.gov
mailto:SLaFond@Milfordct.gov


From: David Sulkis
To: "cliff fava"; Joseph Griffith; Meg E. Greene; Frank Smith
Cc: Joseph Griffith; Meg E. Greene; Susan LaFond
Subject: RE: OVERDEVELOPMENT OF MILFORD
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:42:32 AM

Dear Mr.Fava,

Thank you for submitting your letter concerning 125-135 Broad street.

While the meeting of the 20th (and all board meetings) is a public
meeting and open to the public to attend the application is a site
plan review and not a “public hearing”. As such public comments
including letters are not forwarded to board members since they
cannot take them into consideration when deciding on the application.
Site plan applications are decided solely on their conformance with
Milford’s zoning regulations.

Thank you again for your concern and interest in the development,
conservation, and future of our city. Please feel free to contact me
should you have any questions on this matter.

Regards,

David B. Sulkis, A.I.C.P.

City Planner/Executive Secretary of the Planning and Zoning Board

City of Milford

70 West River Street

Milford, CT 06460

203-783-3245

Please note new email address:  dsulkis@milfordct.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: cliff fava [mailto:wts124@yahoo.com]
Sent: Saturday, July 18, 2020 10:24 PM
To: David Sulkis; Joseph Griffith; Meg E. Greene; Frank Smith
Subject: OVERDEVELOPMENT OF MILFORD

I consider the proposed development of the Smith funeral home by

mailto:DSulkis@Milfordct.gov
mailto:wts124@yahoo.com
mailto:JGriffith@Milfordct.gov
mailto:MGreene@Milfordct.gov
mailto:fjs232@hotmail.com
mailto:JGriffith@Milfordct.gov
mailto:MGreene@Milfordct.gov
mailto:SLaFond@Milfordct.gov
mailto:wts124@yahoo.com


Metro Star to be a good example of over development and I want to
voice my opposition to this development and all examples of future
over development of Milford.

Over development stress our cities infrastructure, school system and
city services which are not designed to handle the influx of
residents that overdevelopment will bring. I request that you act on
my behalf and oppose this Metro Star proposal.

Sincerely

Cliff Fava



From: Meg E. Greene
To: Susan LaFond; David Sulkis; Joseph Griffith
Subject: FW: Concerns
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:19:15 AM

 
 

From: Deborah Ranilla [mailto:daisydeb0423@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Saturday, July 18, 2020 12:55 PM
To: Meg E. Greene
Subject: Concerns
 
Dear Ms. Greene,
I am a resident of Milford and I'm writing to express my grave concern for several
projects proposed by Metro Star.
 
First, is the former St. Gabriel's school. I live in that neighborhood and am VERY
concerned about what adding 175 units to this community will do to the resources,
both natural (animal/fauna/environment ) as well as consumption of utilities (water
issues have been discussed, I'm not sure how they can GUARANTEE that whatever
energy-efficient appliances will ALWAYS be utilized in the future) as well as how our
schools, police and utilities can accommodate the gross over development proposed.
I am hoping this request, as well as the one downtown @ Smith funeral Home will be
denied.
Sincerely, 
Deborah Ranilla 
88 Grant St 
Milford,  Ct 06460
 
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:MGreene@Milfordct.gov
mailto:SLaFond@Milfordct.gov
mailto:DSulkis@Milfordct.gov
mailto:JGriffith@Milfordct.gov
https://go.onelink.me/107872968?pid=InProduct&c=Global_Internal_YGrowth_AndroidEmailSig__AndroidUsers&af_wl=ym&af_sub1=Internal&af_sub2=Global_YGrowth&af_sub3=EmailSignature


From: Meg E. Greene
To: Susan LaFond; David Sulkis; Joseph Griffith
Subject: FW: [SPAM] STOP THE BUILDING !!
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:19:42 AM

 
 

From: delianjohn1 [mailto:delianjohn1@gmail.com] 
Sent: Saturday, July 18, 2020 1:14 PM
To: Meg E. Greene
Subject: [SPAM] STOP THE BUILDING !!
 
 
Milford is getting overwhelmed with all the Big COMPLEXES THAT METRO STAR IS
TRYING TO BUILD IN OUR TOWN ..
WE THE PEOPLE DON'T WANT ANYMORE, FIX THE BLIGHTED BUILDINGS ON
BPT AVE AND STAY OUT OF THE RESIDENTIAL AREAS THAT WANT ONLY 1
FAMILY HOMES IF ANYTHING..
WE'RE HAVING WATER ISSUES,  PARKING PROBLEMS AND CRIME IS
GETTING WORSE. 
THIS TOWN WILL BE  BRIDGEPORT IF YOU KEEP ALLOWING THE BUILDING
OF BIG COMPLEXES .
PLEASE LISTEN TO THE PEOPLE  !!
DELIA BALUCHINSKY 
EAST BROADWAY 
MILFORD CT
 
 
 
Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy S7 edge.
 

mailto:MGreene@Milfordct.gov
mailto:SLaFond@Milfordct.gov
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From: Meg E. Greene
To: Susan LaFond
Subject: FW: Metro Stars proposal at 125-135 Broad St. The Smith Funeral Home
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:40:43 AM

Duplicate?
 

From: Diane Gendreau [mailto:dgendre1@optonline.net] 
Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2020 9:06 AM
To: Meg E. Greene
Subject: Metro Stars proposal at 125-135 Broad St. The Smith Funeral Home
 

Dear Ms. Greene,

I'm sure you will be receiving many emails on this subject.  So Here is one more.

Please don't let this apartment plan go through.  Milford is becoming so over developed.  The
addition of these apartments will add to the congested traffic flow down town as well as
changing the appearance to our beautiful downtown area and the historic house that will be
dwarfed by this structure behind it.

How many more apartments do we need in Milford?  With all the 8-30G  apartments that have
gone up all over town and the recent ones built off plains road...does Milford really need more
apartments?

I am so disheartened with the future plans for our city. (Not to mention the large building
going in on River St. across from St. Peter's Church) 

Please listen to the residents of Milford and not to the builders who are just looking to make
money for their own pockets.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Diane R. Gendreau

15 Gulf Street

Milford, CT 06460

mailto:MGreene@Milfordct.gov
mailto:SLaFond@Milfordct.gov


From: Plannng Mailbox
To: David Sulkis; Susan LaFond; Joseph Griffith
Subject: FW: Planning & Zoning
Date: Thursday, July 23, 2020 3:11:19 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: cmsmailer@civicplus.com [mailto:cmsmailer@civicplus.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2020 1:15 PM
To: Plannng Mailbox
Subject: Planning & Zoning

Submitted on Thursday, July 23, 2020 - 1:14pm
Submitted by anonymous user: 173.245.52.67
Submitted values are:

What does this comment regard: Planning & Zoning
Please include any questions or comments:
I hope the Planning and Zoning Board does not let the Metro Star project on
Broad Street move forward.
The Green is beautiful and should not be over developed.

    ==Please provide the following information==
      Name: Dorothy Boyle
      Email Address: dottyafc@gmail.com
      Address: 95D Forest Road
      City: Milford
      State: Connecticut
      Zip: 06461
      Phone:
      Organization:

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
https://www.ci.milford.ct.us/node/1980/submission/71906

mailto:Planning@Milfordct.gov
mailto:DSulkis@Milfordct.gov
mailto:SLaFond@Milfordct.gov
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From: Meg E. Greene
To: Susan LaFond
Subject: FW: ATTN: All district elected P&Z Reps
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:11:53 AM

 
 

From: Erin Collins [mailto:erin.collins4@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:09 AM
To: Plannng Mailbox; David Sulkis; Joseph Griffith; Meg E. Greene; Frank Smith; Martin Hardiman;
Constance Gaynor
Subject: ATTN: All district elected P&Z Reps
 
I am writing to oppose the proposed Metro Star apartment complex at the site of the Smith Funeral Home
(former home of Simon Lake). I would like this letter of opposition to be entered into the Planning &
Zoning meeting record.
 
I have many issues with this proposal. Firstly, the Milford green is recognized as one of the most
charming in the state and is a historic area. A large apartment complex hardly seems to be in keeping
with the seaside charm of our city. 
 
Secondly, and most importantly, Milford DOES NOT NEED more apartment complexes. Please ask Metro
Star about how many available units they currently have at the new Plains Rd. complex. They are offering
deals and incentives to people considering renting there because, in their own words, they "have never
had so many available units before". I know a couple who recently looked into renting there and they
were told that people were moving out of Metro Star properties and buying homes in these COVID-19
times, rather than renting at these monstrous apartment complexes. Have you considered having a study
done about how many EMPTY units are sitting around in Milford at this time? Why do we need to keep
building these complexes?
 
To that end, I would also like to object to the proposal for an even larger complex at the site of the former
St. Gabriel School. That complex does not belong in that neighborhood. It is out of place and again, NOT
NEEDED. If Metro Star is not even renting their existing units, what happens if they go bankrupt and
leave all these massive properties empty? There are plenty of places to live in Milford right now, we do
not need to continue to overdevelopment this city. Why not focus on having some open space? Is that not
considered an attractive feature in a city anymore?
 
I appreciate all that you have done for Milford and our current healthy financial state. However, the small
beach city charm that makes us a popular place to live is beginning to go down the drain. If we constantly
destroy wooded areas and former homes of our historic residents (like Simon Lake) to put in massive
cookie cutter apartment complexes, Milford becomes an entirely different city and will not continue to be
such a desirable place to live. Time to stop over developing and focus on retaining the things that make
Milford amazing.
 
I hope you do the right thing for Milford and block this development.
 
Erin Collins
Milford resident

mailto:MGreene@Milfordct.gov
mailto:SLaFond@Milfordct.gov


From: David Sulkis
To: "George Parson"
Cc: Joseph Griffith; Meg E. Greene; Susan LaFond
Subject: RE: Concerns re:125-135 Broad St. and St. Gabriel"s Woods
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 12:27:35 PM

Dear Mr. Parson,
 
Thank you for submitting your letter concerning 125-135 Broad street.
While the meeting of the 20th (and all board meetings) is a public meeting and open to the
public to attend the application is a site plan review and not a “public hearing”. As such public
comments including letters are not forwarded to board members since they cannot take them
into consideration when deciding on the application. Site plan applications are decided solely
on their conformance with Milford’s zoning regulations.
 
Thank you again for your concern and interest in the development, conservation, and future of
our city. Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions on this matter.
 
Regards,
 
 
 
David B. Sulkis, A.I.C.P.
City Planner/Executive Secretary of the Planning and Zoning Board
City of Milford
70 West River Street
Milford, CT 06460
203-783-3245
Please note new email address:  dsulkis@milfordct.gov
 
 

From: George Parson [mailto:gparsonthe3rd@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:42 AM
To: Plannng Mailbox; Mayor-Ben Blake; David Sulkis; Joseph Griffith; Meg E. Greene
Subject: Concerns re:125-135 Broad St. and St. Gabriel's Woods
 
Dear P&Z, Mayor Blake and anyone else who may have an impact,
 
I implore you... Please do what you can to salvage what little nature we have left. 
While I am certainly not versed in these matters I still of course have concerns. 
Largely one of them is the impact all these development have on our environment. 
Being a grandfather now it is on the forefront of my mind.   We need the birds and
squirrels and crickets way more than they need us.  In fact one could argue they
would be better without us!
 
Ground coverage is not something to continue so arrogantly.  Hurricane flooding is
dramatically worsened by all the ground we continue to cover.  In my years living
coastal I have seen many storms and yet so much pavement.  The negative impact
cannot be denied.
 
I am wondering what your plans are?  Will you be preserving any of Milford or

mailto:DSulkis@Milfordct.gov
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Are we going to pave it all?
 
I have been informed that Metro Star has many developments already.  Is there
a limit or can they continue to purchase all of Milford?
 
I believe they have their sites on St. Gabriel's woods.  If this is true and you cannot
stop this Broad St situation will you be protecting those precious acres?
 
Lastly I have reviewed the links in P&Zs agenda but I do not see any traffic or
education reports?  I have heard that the developer who wishes to gain the profits
must pay for and provide these impact studies.  Maybe even more than I can think
of.  Where are those?  
 
These rental units are bound to have children in them.  With what I see on the news
Milford children have quite a dark future when it comes to a proper education.  This
horrible virus and the ones to come have altered our relied upon school system so
terribly.  How will we live with ourselves knowing we cannot give these young minds
the education they deserve?
 
I know you are all busy and likely more so with all this going on but I would be
extremely grateful to hear back re: the impact studies and your urban development
plan for Milford.
 
Your friend and appreciative resident,
 
George Parson
Windsong Lane Milford
 
Oh please enter my letter and requests into record for the 125-135 Broad St and St.
Gabriel's School site 
 
 
 
 



From: Plannng Mailbox
To: Joseph Griffith; David Sulkis; Susan LaFond
Subject: FW: Former Smith Funeral Home Site
Date: Friday, July 24, 2020 2:22:18 PM

 
 

From: Jennifer Terentiuk [mailto:jenniferterentiuk@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, July 24, 2020 1:47 PM
To: Mayor-Ben Blake; Plannng Mailbox
Subject: Former Smith Funeral Home Site
 
Hello Mayor Blake and Planning & Zoning Committee, 
 
Hope this email finds you all well. I am writing in concern for the Former Smith Funeral
Home Site. 
 
Milford is a Small City with a Big Heart, and full of seaside charm. The Green is the gem at
the center of our town, full of fairs and festivals, 5Ks and celebrations. It is where you bring
friends for the Tree Lighting, the place where you can get an amazing meal and stroll by the
water and enjoy an ice cream, where you visit to check out local crafters and artists. It is where
your family is, where your friends are and where you raise a family.
 
Adding Metro Star buildings so close to the Green will not contribute to this charm. There are
plenty of Metro Star buildings within a 10min walk of the Green. There is no way they can
guarantee that the people that will live in those buildings will only use public transportation,
and the traffic downtown is painful already. When walking downtown, many drivers do not
pay attention to pedestrians as it is - adding more vehicles to this space will only contribute to
the inability to stroll downtown and enjoy the beauty of the area. Adding more buildings will
only exacerbate all of these issues - not to mention add to the displeasure of residents.
 
Metro Star has multiple buildings located in the downtown area (within a 10-minute walk
from town), many of which are not full, and brand new buildings just outside of downtown
(within a 5-minute drive from downtown). They are turning Milford into a Monopoly board,
and Metro Star is the only beneficiary. 
 
There are plenty of other sites to develop - just down the road there is a shopping area that
only has a handful of businesses. It is still within walking distance to downtown and already
has parking available. 
 
Adding the complex across from the Green will prevent residents from enjoying the Green and
the downtown area freely. It will take away the charm and beauty of our beautiful Green area.
 
I urge you and the committee to rethink turning our beloved Green into just another building. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Terentiuk
203-650-1711

mailto:Planning@Milfordct.gov
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8-3-2020

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing with reference to Metro Star's application to the zoning board for

the 125-135 Broad Street development. I will come directly to the point: Metro Star

and  their  consultant,  Milone  and  Macbroom,  have  not  been  forthcoming  to  the

Zoning Board as to the sufficiency of their parking plan. 

The principal issue is  that their "Shared Parking Assessment For Mixed Use

Development" ("Assessment" hereinafter)  is  either  wholly deceptive  or  competely

inept. Attorney Lynch has mischaracterized this meager 3 page document with two

copy-pasted tables as "documented science", whatever that means, in his last board

meeting on 7/20/20.  Nothing could be further from the truth. 

It  is  certainly  known to  Milone  and  Mabroom that  the  parking  guidelines

presented in the Urban Land Institute’s Shared Parking 3rd Edition are derived from

data found in a very few studies that are entirely based on information collected in

suburban areas with no proximity to mass transit. The ITE data sources, which both

companies share, are no different.

Ergo, the notion that the tables included in the Assessment could be used to

derive parking requirements for the 125-135 development is both completely baseless

and specifically abjured by the auther of Shared Parking 3rd Edition herself.  Nor is

such abjuration hidden in an appendix but is found front and center in the forward to

the 3rd Edition:

"It  is  simply impossible to  develop other  sets of base ratios,  for  example  for  a

central business district (CBD) or TOD because a) enough data are not available to

develop  complete  sets  of  ratios  and  b)  they  will  need  to  be  adjusted  for  local

conditions, just as with adjustment from the inherent driving ratio embedded in CBD

and TOD ratios."

The Assessment is  a farce.  Even if 125-135 is  a true  TOD, which I  do not

believe it is, the "industry data" put forward in the assessment is useless to both the

developer and to the board, and can only suffice as a smokescreen for the glaring hole

in the application: a parking impact study. The literature on this subject shows that

the future residents of this development are more likely than not to “self select” these

units based on their proximity to the train station and that their cars will therefore

remain parked during the day, just when the commercial spaces are experiencing peak

demand, leading to overflow onto the few street spaces left and negatively affecting

access to other businesses and the town green itself.

1



 Finally, as the application in its current form depends entirely on the board

making a finding of "parking sufficiency", and nothing else, I believe a reasonable

course  of  action  would  be  to  deny  this  application  and  require  that  a  legitmate

parking analysis  be conducted,  one which includes a parking impact study, before

reconsideration.  To  do  otherwise  would  encourage  more  deceptive  or  inept

applications that tarnish both the reputation of the town and its government.

Yours Truly,

Jeremy Collins

61 Clark Street

Stamford, CT

06460
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From: Meg E. Greene
To: Susan LaFond
Subject: FW: Metro Stars downtown proposal and St Gabriel"s woods
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:23:05 AM

 
 

From: Laura Rose [mailto:marathonrose@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2020 12:36 PM
To: Plannng Mailbox; Mayor-Ben Blake; David Sulkis; Joseph Griffith; Meg E. Greene; Frank Smith; Martin
Hardiman; Constance Gaynor
Subject: Metro Stars downtown proposal and St Gabriel's woods
 
Dear Mayor Blake, all of P&Z (Office personal and elected representatives)
and our Alderman's,
 
Please share with anyone I listed as I do not have emails for them.  Also
please register this letter formally into P&Z Metro Star proposals for 125-135
Broad St as well as St. Gabriel's School at 1 Tudor Rd.
 
I would like to express my humble concerns,
 
Connecticut is a beautiful state and we are very fortunate to live here. 
However the environment, land and water is not fortunate to have us!  
 
Our ignorance and arrogance damages them all.  We constantly leak sewage
because we cannot seem to get funds to the important departments.  How old
is our sewage system?  How much money is funneled to these departments
for repairs?  How many more people can it handle?  Is it leaking right
now?????
 
In the last year I have seen 5 tress removed from just my block.  The tree in
our back yard is one of the few remaining and all of the birds seem to be
living in this ONE tree.  Why am I writing about trees?  Well it deeply
saddens me as trees are a large part of what sparked my love for
Connecticut.  Trees and wildlife seem to be an incidental to us.  Wont the
joke be on us!!  or rather our grand kids when they are gone.  
 
Where will all the wildlife from St Gabriel's woods go?  What will happen to
our brown water?  Will it get "Browner"? hmmmm?  Will Metro Star be
replacing all the trees around Smith Funeral home or will those birds and
squirrels just be another incidental?
 

Unfortunately Milford does not look like the New England towns I fell
in love with when I arrived but that is not a valid argument to stop
development nor is the life of a squirrel. 
 

I would greatly appreciate feedback from all involved.  You must be
smart folks right?  Smarter than this modest Iowa girl.  Please share
your plans as this Iowa girl is deeply troubled that some may be

mailto:MGreene@Milfordct.gov
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asleep at the wheel.
 
 
 
Here are valid points...
 
 
1. Have the studies that are done for traffic, sewage, sanitation, additional
education resources, pedestrians, economic impact, parking, etc been
updated to reflect COVID changes? Many people are now working from
home permanently. Is this all accounted for in the Studies completed
2. The parking study states that peak times of parking will not conflict but
wouldn't that depend on many unknown factors  People working from
Home  As well as the hours of retail and offices who are not confirmed yet
3. Milford requires 154 Paring Spots for what Metro Star is proposing at
Smith Funeral Home.  They are TELLING you that they will create 120.  Are
you going to publicly let them do what they want or are you going to hold to
your own rules?
4. Where is the traffic report for this proposal and its impact on
downtown?
5. Has an estimate been done on unemployment repercussions
6. In the current market who is going to take on a purchase or an extremely
expensive RENTAL with no investment gains ON TOP of Train Tracks
7. How much rent could you expect a person to commit long term to when
dealing with that noise
8. Will we have residents moving from an existing property to a new address,
leaving empty residence to deteriorate
9. Do these plans evoke a Seaside charm that Milford once cherished
10. DOES Milford NEED ALL of these housing units at all AND how many
housing complexes are empty to this day
11. What empty, vacant, blighted properties could use developers' attention?
12. Is it reasonable to think Mayor Blake & P&Z could encourage the
developers to focus on those? We would assume if Milford has a blueprint
and urban development plans in place this should already be accounted for.
Urban planning for development cannot be new to Milford!
13. CAN our INFRASTRUCTURE handle another major population spike
14. Does Milford Benefit as well OR just Metro Star
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Marqus
 



1

Susan LaFond

From: Plannng Mailbox

Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 9:45 AM

To: David Sulkis; Susan LaFond; Joseph Griffith

Subject: FW: Planning & Zoning

 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: cmsmailer@civicplus.com <cmsmailer@civicplus.com>  

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 4:53 PM 

To: Plannng Mailbox <Planning@Milfordct.gov> 

Subject: Planning & Zoning 

 

Submitted on Monday, August 17, 2020 - 4:52pm Submitted by anonymous user: 67.82.59.253 Submitted values are: 

 

What does this comment regard: Planning & Zoning Please include any questions or comments: I am writing to express 

my opposition to the proposed Metro Star development at the former Smith Funeral Home location on Broad Street.  

Looking at the site plans and renderings, three thoughts occur to me.  First, this is a massive apartment complex. 

Does anyone in their right mind think that traffic on the Green is not going to be a nightmare once these apartments are 

occupied?  You don't need a traffic study to figure this one out.  Second, the complex looks beautiful in the renderings.  

With the proposed density of buildings, you just know it will not look so pristine for long.  The trash and debris 

generated by such a large complex will bleed all across the Green, degrading its current beauty. 

Finally, the site plans as far as I can see, eliminates all of the daily commuter parking for the train station.  Where is all 

this desperately needed parking supposed to go?  The Mayor is correct. Allowing this to happen is going to 

fundamentally alter the character of the Milford Green and downtown area, and not for the better. 

    ==Please provide the following information== 

      Name: Laurence J Smith 

      Email Address: ljsmithct@gmail.com 

      Address: 214 Pond Point Ave 

      City: Milford 

      State: Connecticut 

      Zip: 06460 

      Phone: 2035068490 

      Organization: 

 

 

 

 

The results of this submission may be viewed at: 

https://www.ci.milford.ct.us/node/1980/submission/73491 

 



From: Plannng Mailbox
To: Susan LaFond
Cc: David Sulkis; Joseph Griffith
Subject: FW: Stop the development!!
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 8:21:00 AM

Received after business hours 7/20/2020.
 
 

From: Lisa Ballou [mailto:balloulisa2@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 9:14 AM
To: Mayor-Ben Blake; Plannng Mailbox
Subject: Stop the development!!
 
The charm I love about Milford is quickly disappearing.
I love the little southern pine beadboard cottages and the quaint little downtown, but all of it is
quickly disappearing.
Please do not allow the downtown apartment complex! It's a bad idea.  Traffic in that area is
getting bad already.
NO MORE Metro Star.  I'm looking for an apartment and I cannot afford them!
More residential - not commercial.  
And save the older properties, PLEASE!!
Lisa Ballou
73 Orland St.
Milford CT

mailto:Planning@Milfordct.gov
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From: Meg E. Greene
To: Susan LaFond; David Sulkis; Joseph Griffith
Subject: FW: MetroStar
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:24:15 AM

 
 

From: lois hoory [mailto:lhoory@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2020 1:19 PM
To: Mayor-Ben Blake
Subject: MetroStar
 
Here are the reasons for my opposition to more MetroStar developments:
 
There are several sites that I know in need of new use: Kmart Plaza off Bridgeport Avenue is one. Further
east on the  Bridgeport Avenue abutting the Robert Treat development is another under-occupied
space.The old Shoprite location on Cherry Street where the former Jani's and the liquor store are also
empty is a third one.These are the blighted sites I pass regularly. There may be more. These are ready
for new use. Why not develop these as multi-use residential/commercial projects.
 
Let's not allow more green space and natural habitats to be destroyed.
Let's not be bullied into over-development. We'll pay. They'll profit.

mailto:MGreene@Milfordct.gov
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From: Meg E. Greene
To: Susan LaFond
Subject: FW: Please Save Milford from developments that do not favor our community!
Date: Friday, July 17, 2020 4:25:21 PM

 
 

From: Margaret Reed [mailto:mommareed505@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2020 4:19 PM
To: Mayor-Ben Blake; Plannng Mailbox; David Sulkis; Joseph Griffith; Meg E. Greene; Frank Smith; Martin
Hardiman
Subject: Please Save Milford from developments that do not favor our community!
 
Dear Mayor Blake, ALL P&Z Representatives as well as in office employees, and ALL of our valuable Alderman:
 
I am writing to convey my absolute opposition to the developers take over of our precious city.
 
I am deeply saddened that we cannot count on our officials to protect us or even give us notice to research and educate our novice minds.
 
Milford used to be admired.
 
We used to be visited by respectable loving families. I fear that is no longer the case!
 
My grandchildren will not know the safe, quant home that they should!
 
1. I wish to know how many rental units are vacant today?
2. Have the studies that are done for traffic, sewage, pedestrians, economic impact, parking, etc been updated to reflect COVID changes?
Many of my neighbors and children are now working from home permanently. Forgive my crassness but they use the toilets and power at
home now not an office.
Is this accounted for in the Studies completed?
3. What empty, vacant, blighted properties are currently needing developers attention in Milford?
4. Is it reasonable for Mayor & P&Z to encourage the developers to focus on those? I would think so if Milford has a blueprint and urban
development plans in place. I would hope development is not granted on a whim.
 
I appreciate you reading my note and hope to be able to count on you all!
 
Sincerely,
Margaret Reed
 

 
 

mailto:MGreene@Milfordct.gov
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From: Plannng Mailbox
To: David Sulkis; Susan LaFond; Joseph Griffith
Subject: FW: Broad Street proposal
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:08:07 AM
Importance: High

-----Original Message-----
From: Michele Kramer [mailto:michelechesson@msn.com]
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 7:51 AM
To: Plannng Mailbox
Cc: David Sulkis; Mayor-Ben Blake; Joseph Griffith
Subject: Broad Street proposal

Good day,

For some time I have been alarmed about Metro Star’s increasing forays into Milford’s historic core.
We’ve watched large, dense projects unfold on Prospect Street (one of Milford’s oldest and most historic streets),
West Main Street, Cherry Street, High Street and Noble Avenue.
In many instances residents organized in opposition, objecting to overly large structures in residential
neighborhoods, increased traffic and more.
Yet thanks to the inclusion of many such residential and historic streets in the MCDD, opposition was stymied.
I would point out that First Church and its historic parsonage and Laurelton Hall are also included in MCDD-
WHY?

The Milford Preservation Trust and the current city historian enacted the demolition delay ordinance last February in
an attempt to salvage at least a portion of the Simon Lake laboratory.
Simon Lake is an important figure not only in Milford’s history, but in American naval history.

Our attempts to have both the laboratory and the manor house on Broad Street added to the State Register of
Historic Places were unsuccessful.

Now another dense and large scale project is now going to encroach on the Milford Green!
The Milford Green, after a nomination which took several years to research, was finally added to the State Register
several years ago.
A rare victory for preservationists.

Nonetheless it is painfully obvious that “floating islands” such as the two downtown historic districts are essentially
becoming - designated areas surrounded by oversize, overscale buildings - contribute nothing at all to Milford’s
“quaint charm”.
I think that phrase will certainly have to be retired, and soon.

Milford’s Plan of Conservation and Development does contain the word CONSERVATION.
Members of Planning and Zoning and other municipal officials must honor this as well.
I will point out that Historic Preservation is also included in that plan - yet I cannot recall ever being included in a
meeting or having been provided any voice or forum whatsoever.

While transit oriented housing and a walkable downtown are worthy objectives, there does come a point where
further reflection and consideration are required.

If one were to tally the number of rental units and apartments now owned by Metro Star one might be tempted to
give pause, or at least reconsider.
Why any municipality would want ONE developer to control what Milford’s historic center and outlying area will
look like in the coming decades is beyond me.

mailto:Planning@Milfordct.gov
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And this is to say nothing of the parking complex on River Street!

Art historians and architectural historians such as myself are trained to understand particular periods of architecture-
such as “Victorian” or “Carpenter Gothic” or “Richardsonian”.

Apparently Milford is now in “High Smith”.
It is extremely disappointing.

Kind regards,
Michele Kramer
Milford Preservation Trust
Milford Historic Preservation Commission

Sent from my iPhone



From: Meg E. Greene
To: Susan LaFond
Subject: FW: Please vote NO
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 1:20:37 PM

 
 

From: adrilatouf@gmail.com [mailto:adrilatouf@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:40 AM
To: Plannng Mailbox; David Sulkis; jgriffith@milford.ct.gov; Meg E. Greene; Frank Smith; Martin
Hardiman
Cc: Mayor-Ben Blake
Subject: Please vote NO
 
 
 
I totally disagree with this statement -
 

The amount of parking required is 154 spaces, based on 77 dwelling units, a

combination of 1, 2, and 3 bedrooms which in total require 109 spaces and 11,170

square-feet of commercial space which requires 45 spaces, according to documents

from the city. The site plan shows parking provided on site as 120 spaces, with the

balance of 34 of the 154 proposed to be shared.

There is no such thing as shared spaces.  Just look at the street parking at any other

multi-unit development.  Most one bedroom apartment has 2 cars, and these are 2 &

3 bedrooms.  What about visitors?  Time for a reality check, you need more parking

spaces!

Regards.

 

Adri Latouf – Milford CT
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From: Plannng Mailbox
To: Susan LaFond; David Sulkis
Subject: FW: 125 -135 Broad St
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 1:53:09 PM
Importance: High

Trying to pre-reg to speak, but not a public hearing.
 

From: Nancy [mailto:herjag@aol.com] 
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2020 7:59 PM
To: Plannng Mailbox
Subject: 125 -135 Broad St
 

Name: Nancy Citarella 

Address: 1236 Windward Rd. Milford, CT

Phone Number (needed if you are dialing into the meeting): 203 257 3716

What agenda item(s) would you like to speak on: 125- 135 Broad St Development 

Are you "for" or "against" the item (this is needed to organize the speaker order; see Public Hearing
procedure document): Against 

 
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:Planning@Milfordct.gov
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From: David Sulkis
To: "Patty Stoughton"
Cc: Joseph Griffith; Meg E. Greene; Susan LaFond
Subject: RE: 125-135 apartment proposal
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 12:34:54 PM

Dear Ms. Stoughton,

Thank you for submitting your letter concerning 125-135 Broad street.
While the meeting of the 20th (and all board meetings) is a public meeting and open to the public to attend the
application is a site plan review and not a “public hearing”. As such public comments including letters are not
forwarded to board members since they cannot take them into consideration when deciding on the application. Site
plan applications are decided solely on their conformance with Milford’s zoning regulations.

Thank you again for your concern and interest in the development, conservation, and future of our city. Please feel
free to contact me should you have any questions on this matter.

Regards,

David B. Sulkis, A.I.C.P.
City Planner/Executive Secretary of the Planning and Zoning Board
City of Milford
70 West River Street
Milford, CT 06460
203-783-3245
Please note new email address:  dsulkis@milfordct.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Patty Stoughton [mailto:patriciadenicolo@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 12:29 PM
To: Plannng Mailbox; David Sulkis; Joseph Griffith; Meg E. Greene; Frank Smith; Martin Hardiman
Subject: 125-135 apartment proposal

Good afternoon to you
  As a Milford resident and as someone who works for our beautiful city I vehemently decree this proposed
development an atrocity to our quaint downtown area. You have allowed so much of our small city to become
overrun with housing, storage facilities, and car dealers while small shops are becoming fewer and fewer.   Our
downtown area has a fresh nostalgic air that appeals to residents and visitors alike. How are we going to have
captain kid day, duck races, Christmas festivals, fairs, and our big oyster festival all touting a small quaint city with
a monstrous development over lording a great portion of the green. We don’t require more housing, we don’t require
more office space- there are multiple vacant retail buildings located in Milford. Build up the post road but leave our
green alone for future generations to enjoy what we had. Thank you for you time.
Patty Stoughton

Enjoy the beauty in everyday life.

mailto:DSulkis@Milfordct.gov
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From: Plannng Mailbox
To: Susan LaFond
Subject: FW: AGAINST PROPOSAL
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 8:18:19 AM

Received after business hours 7/20/2020.

-----Original Message-----
From: phyllis thorne [mailto:pthorne1946@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 5:21 PM
To: Mayor-Ben Blake
Cc: Plannng Mailbox; Meg E. Greene; Frank Smith; Martin Hardiman; Constance Gaynor
Subject: AGAINST PROPOSAL

We are opposed to the proposed development of 125-135 Broad St.

Phyllis Thorne
Barbara Morin

Sent from my iPad

mailto:Planning@Milfordct.gov
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From: Joseph Griffith
To: David Sulkis; Meg E. Greene; Susan LaFond
Subject: FW: Building Inquiries
Date: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 12:18:13 PM

Please record and file

Joseph D Griffith, Director
Departmnt of Permitting and Land Use
City of Milford

-----Original Message-----
From: cmsmailer@civicplus.com <cmsmailer@civicplus.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 12:52 AM
To: Joseph Griffith <JGriffith@Milfordct.gov>
Subject: Building Inquiries

Submitted on Wednesday, July 22, 2020 - 12:51am Submitted by anonymous user: 108.162.219.134 Submitted
values are:

What does this comment regard: Building Inquiries Please include any questions or comments: I'm writing you in
opposition to the Metro Star proposal in downtown Milford. As a former Norwalk resident I can tell you first hand
that letting these corporations build massive housing in the residential community only leads to unbearably
congested roadways, more pollution, crime, and absolutely kills the charm of the city. Norwalk was once a lovely
place to live but the over development of many key residential areas caused a lot of problems that were left
unresolved. I moved to Milford in search of something that I believe was found, so I urge you to oppose Metro Star.
    ==Please provide the following information==
      Name: Robert Siano
      Email Address: robsiano523@gmail.com
      Address: 14 Dunbar Road
      City: Milford
      State: Connecticut
      Zip: 06460
      Phone: 203-807-8182
      Organization:

The results of this submission may be viewed at:
https://www.ci.milford.ct.us/node/1980/submission/71811
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From: David Sulkis
To: "Ronald Lombard"
Cc: Joseph Griffith; Susan LaFond; Meg E. Greene
Subject: RE: 125-135 Broad Street Development
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 1:07:18 PM

Dear Ron,
 
Thank you for submitting your letter concerning 125-135 Broad street.
While the meeting of the 20th (and all board meetings) is a public meeting and open to the
public to attend the application is a site plan review and not a “public hearing”. As such public
comments including letters are not forwarded to board members since they cannot take them
into consideration when deciding on the application. Site plan applications are decided solely
on their conformance with Milford’s zoning regulations.
 
Thank you again for your concern and interest in the development, conservation, and future of
our city. Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions on this matter.
 
Regards,
 
 
 
David B. Sulkis, A.I.C.P.
City Planner/Executive Secretary of the Planning and Zoning Board
City of Milford
70 West River Street
Milford, CT 06460
203-783-3245
Please note new email address:  dsulkis@milfordct.gov
 
 

From: Ronald Lombard [mailto:rlombard@lombardres.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 1:05 PM
To: Mayor-Ben Blake
Cc: Plannng Mailbox; David Sulkis; Joseph Griffith; mgreen@ci.milford.ct.us; Frank Smith; Constance
Gaynor; Martin Hardiman
Subject: 125-135 Broad Street Development
 
His Honor: Benjamin Blake
Ladies & Gentlemen of the various City Departments
 
This evening there will be various discussions relative to the above stated project and
ultimately to approve or modify with conditions the proposed plan.
 
While it is very difficult to stop a development that sits within a zone with an "as of right" that
goes with the property, whenever the developer moves off the language so stated within the
regulations, and asked for exceptions, the Board may listen to the proposal for any change, but
is in no way required or obligated to do so.
 
Therefore, this developer seeks to use on-street parking in order to fulfill the parking
requirements and build the number of units he would like.  This is very burdensome on the
public which is of extreme importance when making a decision. This same developer has

mailto:DSulkis@Milfordct.gov
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purchased the River St. property for a to be built parking garage.
 
On October 27, 2015, the City purchased 44-64 River St. from Agro River Street LLC for a
sum of $3.9M using some of the $5M State Grant Funds. 
 
See link for description:
 
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/CEQ/MilfordProjectLocationMappdf.pdf
 
The next link is the article of the Sale to Metro Star the same group that is proposing this new
plan the article is dated February 4, 2019 more than 1 year and 6 months ago,
 
See this link: 
 
https://www.milfordmirror.com/news/article/City-approves-plan-for-downtown-parking-new-
13894940.php
 
This new development, 125-135 Broad St., was just purchased maybe a month ago and is
already in for approval!!
 
Now, what you really need to ask yourselves is simple... 
44-64 River St. is very important to the overall parking situation in downtown Milford, so
much more important than this new proposed plan.  Where are the plans for that development
and when is the construction scheduled to begin?
 
I wouldn't say I'm always right, but I'd say that over my 32 years as a licensed Real Estate
Broker and Developer of small projects, some here in Milford, there is a reason for that delay. 
Maybe the new parking garage, if built, will change the parking requirements for the present
zoning and as a result, housing developments like this may be diminished in size.  Another
thought I have is that when visually looking at 44-64 River St. standing on River St. you'll
notice the rise in property elevation, why is that? Is it natural? Was it raised for a reason by
someone else over the years? I don't know that answer.  However, conversations I've had with
some long standing property owners in the community seem to feel that the River across the
street adds to the water table so that going down into the ground for a subterraneous parking
garage may not be feasible or cost effective.  Did anyone test this out first?  Maybe the
problem is that someone did and the cost is unbelievable and sooner the plan will be changed
or may be even scrapped.  Just some more room for thought.
Also, I noticed on the land records, the change of ownership hasn't been posted yet.  That is
very odd as the sale was supposed to happen in 2019 ??
 
Lastly, and I mentioned this to Bob Gregory when he was the Head of Community
Development and, Mayor Lisman and I were working on the Walnut Beach redevelopment
many years ago, Condos should be built in Milford, especially downtown as there are a
various number of reasons to do so:
 
1) Consistent tax revenue with increases as sales increase.
2) Consistent preventive maintenance due to Association dues, etc. causing painting, roof
repairs, etc.. to be performed on a regular basis.  this insures Milford's beauty.
3) Condo owners are consistently living off the direct community so they contribute to all the
businesses on a daily basis.

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/CEQ/MilfordProjectLocationMappdf.pdf
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As a result, the old Walnut Beach Shopping Center was sold by my partners and I for condo
development and, although plagued by our Country's financial problems at the time, it is now
completed and seems to be working as a nice addition to the community instead of the brick
and mortar down the street.
 
Worth noting is that the Star Deluxe apartments on Plains Rd has approximately 66 vacancies.
Rents are from $1,695 - $2,495/mo.
These are not affordable prices everyone and what do you think a Downtown location would
be worth per month?  
 
Also, this Developer sold the properties at Schooner Lane so these new units would be
competing against those.  Somewhere down the road someone is going to be having vacancy
issues. Wouldn't have that problem with condos.  The condos by Fowler came out beautiful
and I believe all are sold.  You know what happens when a Landlord has many
vacancies....maintenance gets deferred, for one big item. Imagine cutting down trash removal
and no painting of wood structures for many years.  Won't happened if they were
condominiums.
 
In closing and, I'm sure you are saying thank God he's finished, I think it important to
reiterate.
 
             * Condos are Better especially for Downtown (my opinion).
             * So what if families buy them, we need more children in our schools anyway as we
are spending                 quite a lot in the budget and might as well teach our children. 
Presently, we are under 5900                       students with a Budget somewhere in the realm of
$112M. That's another story. 
               At last look Milford is not a retirement City.
            *  Finish the River Street project first.
            *  We don't need any more transients we get them on the weekends even worse Pre-
Covid.
            *  Lastly, as one of the largest tax payers in Our City, this developer should be made to
realize                       that it isn't his City and he has profited tremendously over the years, so
being the largest                            taxpayer doesn't put him above the regulations.
           * He bought the property to make money and he isn't a non-profit organization, so you
have no                     obligation to change any regulations for him.  You already gave him a
pass on Plains Road by                   not imposing the 830-g regulation on him in a zone that
was slated for just that and modifying the               plan from a Hotel to an Office building.

I realize my voice is only one of many, but you all have the responsibility to do what is right
for Milford and if you do the right thing, the people will be thankful 100 times over.  This is
Our City and we want the Downtown to remain ours.  Making these apartments into condos
insures that it will stay ours. At the very least, reduce the number of units by the existing
parking regulations and get the parking garage on a completion date.  Can't use Covid as an
excus,e as the Cherry Street office development is being completed now.
 
Thank you for your time.
 
Respectfully Submitted,
 
 



Ronald J. Lombard
 

Ronald J. Lombard - Broker
Private Client Specialist
167 Cherry St., Ste 419
Milford, CT  06460
(203) 640-4009
CT Lic.#  REB.0410408
NY Lic.# 10351204331
FL Lic.#  BK3375920
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Notwithstanding the forgoing, the restrictions contained above shall not apply to any contact which the Party to whom the contact was
provided can prove already was known to such Party at the time of disclosure by the Party who provided the contact. IF YOU ARE NOT
THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, OR A PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING IT TO THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU
ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT YOU MUST NOT READ THIS TRANSMISSION AND THAT ANY DISCLOSURE, COPYING,
PRINTING, DISTRIBUTION OR USE OF ANY OF THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN OR ATTACHED TO THIS
TRANSMISSION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS TRANSMISSION IN ERROR, PLEASE
IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY THE SENDER BY TELEPHONE OR RETURN EMAIL AND DELETE THE ORIGINAL
TRANSMISSION AND ITS ATTACHMENTS WITHOUT READING OR SAVING IN ANY MANNER. THANK YOU.
 



From: Plannng Mailbox
To: Susan LaFond
Cc: David Sulkis; Joseph Griffith
Subject: FW: 125-135 Broad St.
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 8:23:41 AM

Received after I logged off 7/20/2020.
 
 

From: Shelly Brennan [mailto:shellyshamrock63@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:14 PM
To: Plannng Mailbox
Cc: Residents Against Over Development
Subject: 125-135 Broad St.
 
Dear Members of the Planning and Zoning Board,

I am writing to you to express my deep concerns regarding the proposed
development of 125-135 Broad Street by Robert Smith and Metro Star Properties,
LLC. Their plan is to construct  and/or renovate 5 buildings to include retail space and
77 dwellings. I would like to ask you some questions about this project.

·        Where are the impact studies? Traffic, sewage, sanitation, education
resources, pedestrians, economic impact, parking, etc.??  Have they been
done at all? 

·        Has the criteria for these studies been updated to reflect COVID’s impact upon
our society?  **Many people are now working from home permanently and
there is unemployment and loss of wages to consider. Is this all accounted for
in the completed studies? 

·        The parking study states that peak times of parking will not conflict, but
wouldn't that depend on many unknown factors such as an increase in people
working from home post COVID, as well as the unknown hours of the retail and
offices who are not even confirmed yet? How can this study be valued when it
is missing something so obvious?

·        Milford regulations would require 154 parking spots for what Metro Star is
proposing at Smith Funeral Home. They are claiming 34 spots will be shared
due to peak/off peak analysis. There is no way we can be sure of that! Are you
going to let them do whatever they want regardless?

·        What is the benefit of more retail space when there are currently empty
storefronts in many areas of Milford?

·        What are the figures to tell us how many units within the many other housing
complexes are empty today?

·        In the current market who is going to take on a purchase or an extremely
expensive RENTAL with no investment gains ON TOP of train tracks?  How
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much rent could you expect a person to commit to long term when dealing with
that noise? Trains have become more quiet, but their horns have not.

·        Will Metro Star be replacing the trees that currently home our wildlife? Have
you required them to do so at there many other developments?

·        Will St. Gabriel's woods be NEXT?  We cannot keep treating nature and
animals as incidentals. Will you allow developers to remove all of it? Where will
you stop?

·        Do you have a plan for the MANY empty, vacant, blighted properties in Milford
today? Why are developers not encouraged to replace those?

·        These proposed buildings and others they have built elsewhere DO NOT
evoke the Seaside/New England charm that Milford cherishes and tourists are
drawn to.

·        One would assume if Milford has an urban development plan in place this
should already be accounted for. Urban planning for development should not
be new to Milford!

·        CAN our INFRASTRUCTURE handle another major population spike? Sewage
leaks have become ALL TOO common‼

·        This only benefits Metro Star, NOT Milford residents!
 
PLEASE ENTER THIS LETTER INTO TONIGHT’S PLANNING AND ZONING
MEETING RECORD. 
ALSO, WHY IS THIS MEETING NOT OPEN TO PUBLIC DIALOGUE?
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
Sincerely,
Shelly Buynak
Concerned Milford resident

 



From: Plannng Mailbox
To: Joseph Griffith; David Sulkis; Susan LaFond
Subject: FW: 7/20/20 Meeting
Date: Thursday, July 23, 2020 9:33:10 AM

 
 

From: Shelly Brennan [mailto:shellyshamrock63@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 2:40 PM
To: Plannng Mailbox
Subject: 7/20/20 Meeting
 
Dear Planning and Zoning Board Members,
 
I would like to thank you for voting to table the approval of Metro Star's proposal to develop the former
home of Simon Lake/Smith Funeral Home on Monday evening.  Thank you for questioning Mr. Smith and
company on the lack of parking, the need for a traffic study, and the holding a public hearing. 
 
Mr. Satti, when you started the questioning I think I might have actually cheered! Thank you for your
strength and leadership. Thank you to the other 8 members who also voted to table the approval.
 
And, Mr. Moore, I would like to know why you chose to veto the motion to table.  
 
Sincerely,
Shelly Buynak
Milford Resident
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From: Plannng Mailbox
To: Susan LaFond
Cc: David Sulkis; Joseph Griffith
Subject: FW: Over developing Milford
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 8:19:45 AM

Received after business hours 7/20/2020.

-----Original Message-----
From: Susan Falcigno [mailto:suefal50@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 9:49 PM
To: Plannng Mailbox
Subject: Over developing Milford

I have spent many years trying to protect the direction that Milford keeps heading.  Developers
know it’s an easy shoe in when they come onto our town. This over developing must stop!  The residents of our
town must be heard , we need to save what’s left of our quaint beautiful town.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Plannng Mailbox
To: David Sulkis; Susan LaFond; Joseph Griffith
Subject: FW: [SPAM] 7.20.20 Agenda -Statement to P&Z Board re: 125-135 Broad Street
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:07:31 AM
Attachments: 125-135 Broad Street statement.docx
Importance: High

 
 

From: susanglennon@att.net [mailto:susanglennon@att.net] 
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:04 AM
To: Plannng Mailbox
Subject: [SPAM] 7.20.20 Agenda -Statement to P&Z Board re: 125-135 Broad Street
Importance: High
 
 
PLEASE PROVIDE THIS STATEMENT TO THE ELECTED MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD.
 
Dear Members of the Milford Planning and Zoning Board,
 
Please see my attached comments regarding the 7.20.2020 agenda item for 125-135 Broad Street. I’ve also copied the
comments below for ease.
 
Thank you,
Susan Glennon
99 Carlson Dr.
Milford,  CT  06460
203.878.1846
 
_________________________________________________________________________
 
Dear Members of the Milford Planning and Zoning Board,

Towards the end of 2016 the city of Milford, using a $150,000 state grant, commissioned a study on Transit
Oriented Districts [TOD]. The study and the resulting plan encompassed the area on River Street adjacent to the
Train Station, extending down Broad Street to High Street. A TOD is a community development that includes
housing, offices, retail and other amenities all within a walkable neighborhood, located in close proximity to public
transportation.  A great concept which I support. The results of the study were unveiled in January of 2018 and
included suggested use for the property the city had purchased at 44-64 River Street which sits next to the USPS
building and across from St. Peter’s church, plus 3 adjacent properties. To my knowledge the plan was never
formally enacted in the form of regulations, so it’s just a plan as far as I know. But it became known in early 2019
that the city had entered into a contractual agreement with Mr. Robert Smith/Metro Star to develop that property.
As reported by Jill Dion in the Milford Mirror on February 4, 2019:

 

“On Monday news surfaced that popular pizzeria, Francos Pizza on River Street was being displaced soon for a new
downtown development project. And this week the Board of Aldermen approved the project including plans for a
retail store, underground parking garage and apartments at 44-64 River Street, according to the Milford Mirror.
Metro Star Properties LLC and Robert Smith are the developer. Plans include a three-story building, which includes
50 apartments, underground parking garage and a retail anchor store, which many officials hope is a small grocery
store. About 200 parking spaces will be added.”

 

In addition, the three adjacent parcels the city had purchased abutting the tracks, at 0 River St., 145 High St. and 0
Railroad Ave were included in the plan to create a minimum of 300 additional public parking spaces.

These properties, including 44-64 River Street, sit untouched as of today. Which leaves me to wonder why Mr.
Smith began pursuing this massive Broad Street development, which sits just outside of the TOD plan area, amidst a
pandemic when people’s attention is rightfully elsewhere and before he’d even begun the work on River Street. I am
not opposed to this type of development downtown, but the plan for 125-135 Broad Street goes way too far and,
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when considered in tandem with the River Street project, is overkill.

Regarding parking, the city of Milford has always enjoyed an informal parking agreement with downtown
businesses allowing folks to use their parking lots during non-business hours. Mr. Smith has not been very
sympathetic or cooperative with the city in this regard, enforcing parking on his downtown properties as private. At
one time the city had an agreement to use some spaces in the garage at One New Haven Ave. When Mr. Smith
purchased that building and the term of the agreement expired, Mr. Smith chose not to renew it. This is certainly his
prerogative, but please don’t be swayed by any claim that this development will provide parking for people visiting
downtown Milford. I believe the Broad Street project will REDUCE available parking for visitors. There are several
public commuter lots behind the Smith Funeral Home and plans show these will be replaced with buildings with
private parking. One of the purposes of the city’s purchase of the River Street complex was to create MORE public
parking, not to replace already existing parking.

To further complicate matters, the design district having jurisdiction over the TOD report study area is the Milford
Center Design Development District (MCDD). It is apparently thoroughly described in Section 3.21 and Appendix
B of the Zoning Regulations and discussed in depth in the TOD report. See Chapter 9 which begins on page 124
here:
https://www.ci.milford.ct.us/sites/g/files/vyhlif3461/f/uploads/milford_transit_oriented_development_final_report.pdf
 
The intent of the MCDD is to:   “Preserve the Unique Character of Milford Center ·  Promote Economic and Social
Vitality through a mix of uses ·  Promote Development which brings people together within the heart of Milford
Regulations specific to the MCDD Design Guidelines: ·  Promote and Protect the unique architectural and design
qualities of Milford Center ·  Foster Good Urban Design. ·  Create an inviting pedestrian-oriented atmosphere.” It
also stipulates that new construction should “protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents of Milford by
creating an inviting pedestrian oriented atmosphere throughout Downtown Milford.”

It seems to me Milford bends over backwards for Mr. Smith while he is clapping his hands all the way to the bank.  I
urge the newer members of the Board to familiarize yourselves with some of the downtown history,  the totality of
TOD plan and its renderings and ask lots of questions – what IS the plan for the TOD and the surrounding areas,
why hasn’t the River Street development begun yet, and why is Mr. Smith bringing THIS project forward before
even starting on River Street. I imagine The Broad Street project is more lucrative to him. It’s certainly larger in
scope and it may seem advantageous to him to get this plan approved before building the already agreed upon River
Street project. I think the Broad Street project should be looked at together with the River Street/Railroad Ave/High
Street project so you get a clear picture of how they will, together, change the landscape of downtown.

In my opinion, when considering these two developments together, the project being proposed at 125-135 Board
Street should be scaled way back, the historic building that housed the funeral home should be left totally intact and
that trees, greenery and the charm of the surrounding area should be maintained. While there is no question Mr.
Smith constructs nice buildings, this project will severely alter the look and feel of the downtown area.

Please do your due diligence and put the time in to really understand all that this encompasses. Thank you for your
consideration.

Susan Glennon
99 Carlson Dr.
Milford,  CT  06460
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From: David Sulkis
To: "Terri Netzer"
Cc: Joseph Griffith; Susan LaFond; Meg E. Greene
Subject: RE: Enough Already
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 12:05:34 PM

Dear Terri,
 
Thank you for submitting your letter concerning 125-135 Broad street.

While the meeting of the 20th (and all board meetings) is a public meeting and open to the public to
attend the application is a site plan review and not a “public hearing”. As such public comments
including letters are not forwarded to board members since they cannot take them into
consideration when deciding on the application. Site plan applications are decided solely on their
conformance with Milford’s zoning regulations.
 
Thank you again for your concern and interest in the development, conservation, and future of our
city. Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions on this matter.
 
Regards,
 
 
David B. Sulkis, A.I.C.P.
City Planner/Executive Secretary of the Planning and Zoning Board
City of Milford
70 West River Street
Milford, CT 06460
203-783-3245
Please note new email address:  dsulkis@milfordct.gov
 
 

From: Terri Netzer [mailto:tnetzer@optonline.net] 
Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2020 10:45 AM
To: David Sulkis
Subject: FW: Enough Already
 
 
 
 
 

From: Terri Netzer [mailto:tnetzer@optonline.net] 
Sent: Saturday, July 18, 2020 1:59 PM
To: 'planning@ci.milford.ct.us' <planning@ci.milford.ct.us>
Cc: 'Mayor@Milfordct.gov' <Mayor@Milfordct.gov>; 'dsulkis@mlfd.ct.gov' <dsulkis@mlfd.ct.gov>;
'jgriffith@milfordct.gov' <jgriffith@milfordct.gov>; 'mgreen@ci.milford.ct.us'
<mgreen@ci.milford.ct.us>
Subject: Enough Already
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To all the Planning and Zoning Members,
 
Enough is enough. I believe that you are too easy
approving that money or bribes from these contractors
constantly building and ruining our beautiful Milford.
Progress doesn’t need to go to the extreme. Let them go
outside of Milford. How about areas like on the Post Road
that has all these empty buildings. Stop the crowding. Stop
taking every inch of land. You should all be ashamed of
yourselves. I guess all of you don’t have a conscious, don’t
have the heart or mind to say NO!
 
We do not need any more apartments. PLEASE STOP!! 
There is too much overcrowding, pollution,
ruining our environment and the poor animals are being
chased out of their homes. Do you care?
I don’t think so. To you money talks. Well, money doesn’t
always talk. We would like a peaceful,
quiet community that we could enjoy and the beautiful
environment that we have or had.
 
I believe you all need to be replaced. How about building in
your own backyard right behind your house? That will
work. Let’s build apartments in your backyard. See how
you like it. Crowd them in, squeeze them in on very little
property so they could see you in your house doing
everything. I bet you wouldn’t like that, would you?  SO,
PLEASE STOP MORE BUILDING APARTMENTS AND
EVERYTHING ELSE. ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!
 
Terri Netzer
 
 





From: Meg E. Greene
To: Susan LaFond; Joseph Griffith; David Sulkis
Subject: FW: Smith Building future
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 10:13:10 AM

 
 

From: Tony DeTullio [mailto:tony@techsolutionsgrp.com] 
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2020 5:51 PM
To: Meg E. Greene
Subject: Smith Building future
 
Dear Ms. Greene;
 
I have to say I have not been happy with the over development of our city. As elected officials, your
obligation is to listen to the citizen. We cannot allow the old Smith Funeral home to be turned into
apartments. This does not add to our small town charm or appeal. Traffic in downtown is already
difficult. What effects will this have on our schools and other public services? I beg of you to ponder
our town’s and our children’s future carefully before allow such over development to continue. At
54 years old, a life long resident of Milford as well as a business owner in this town, I would hate to
have to move and relocate my company and residence, but if this city continues down the road of
becoming a noisy, over crowded, over developed former shell of itself, I may have no choice. I want
to live my quickly approaching retirement years out in a quaint, seaside town. Not some Metropolis
squeezed into a small town. At some point, people are going to have enough, and they will
reconsider where they live. It would be a shame to have people avoid Milford as they do some other
towns with this type of over-development went unchallenged.
 
Please fulfil your elected duties, and pay careful attention to the details before making any decisions.
Thank you for your time listening.
 
Respectfully,
 
 
Tony DeTullio

Managed IT Services for your business
 

          
 
     225 Research Drive, Suite #6
     Milford, CT 06460
    (203) 876-9980
    www.techsolutionsgrp.com
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