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Library Launches 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten Program 
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It sounds daunting at first: to have each Milford child enter kindergarten having heard or read 1,000 
books.  Parents, who will be doing most of the reading, may picture stacks and stacks of books piled all 
over the house and even more time crammed into their busy schedules. 

But the school-readiness effort isn’t very daunting at all, children’s librarian Suzanne Harrison Thom-
as says. “Everything counts,’’ she said. “Board books and picture books— you can even read the same 
book multiple times.” 

“Parents are already reading to their children, so they shouldn’t second-guess themselves or stress out 
over it,’’ Thomas said. “You are getting your child ready for kindergarten.’’ 

The local 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten effort kicked off on Saturday, June 17, with a performance 
by Al DeCant, the “Singing Principal,’’ sponsored by the Friends of the Milford Library. 

Starter kits, including a reading journal and a book, were given to each participant, courtesy of the 
Friends of the Milford Library. Each journal has room to record 100 books; as each milestone is 
passed, the parent and child can return to the library for another reading log. 

One book a night would total 365 books, so a child could hear or read 1,000 books in less than three 
years. Most children start kindergarten at age 5.  “It’s not just reading to put them to bed,’’ the chil-
dren’s librarian said. “You’ll hear many ‘rare’ words in a picture book,’’ Thomas said, “about outer 
space, construction and topics like that. A picture book doesn’t mean it’s a baby book. These words 
expand vocabulary and start conversations.”  

The children’s librarian said that she and Dr. Anne Bolin, the 
Friends’ president, have wanted a project that would attract 
younger members to the Friends group and to help even more 
families become aware of what the library has to offer. 

The Milford program is registered with 1000booksbeforekin-
dergarten.org which provides some materials and support, 
Thomas said. There is also a book list and other resources on 
the web site. 

During a recent visit, Jennifer Culver said she reads to her 
young son and daughter every night before bed and sometimes 
during the day too. “It starts to focus them and helps them 
bond with you better, by hearing your voice,’’ the young mom 
said.   “They are always listening to you.’’ 
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Pat Simon has been busy making repairs to The Little Library at Gulf 

Beach, replacing the rusty hinges and getting it ready to open for the 

season.  This Little Library is a story of active neighbors. Pat, who orig-

inally built it, taught and coached in the Milford school system until his 

retirement a few years ago. He was assisted in building the original 

Library and making the repairs by his young grandsons, Julian and 

Tristan. Neighbor Cathy Collins Liontas, a former Milford art teacher 

who paints full-time and teaches workshops part-time at her studio Art 

for Everyone, provided artistic talent for the original sea creature de-

sign and is restoring the weathered paint on the Gulf Beach Little Li-

brary.  

Little Libraries Chair Lisa Thornell-Gargiulo noted that all the Little 

Libraries are now open — joining the one at Gulf Beach are the bright 

yellow Little Library at the Milford Y on Orange Avenue and the Little 

Library located in front of the Firehouse Gallery both built by Jack But-

ton, who has also been busy making needed repairs, and the Com-

muter Library at the Railroad Station.  

The Milford Little Libraries are a project of the Friends of the Mil-

ford Library. They are based on the “take a book, return a book” 

theory. They are gathering places where neighbors share their 

favorite literature and stories. In its most basic form, a Little Li-

brary is a box full of books where anyone may stop by and pick up 

a book (or two) and bring back another book to share. Each of the 

Little Libraries has volunteer stewards, responsible for overseeing and checking on the stock of 

books. Stewards include Lois Barr, Peggy Bolger, Anne Bolin, Cheryl Cappiali, Marilyn May, Judy 

Salemme, Jane Sharma, Linda Sheehan, and Committee Chair Lisa Thornell-Gargiulo. 

Children's librarian  

Suzanne Harrison Thomas  

Julian, left, and Tristan Sevillano 
helped their grandfather Pat Simon 
make repairs to the Little Library at 
Gulf Beach, now open for the season. 
The Little Libraries, a program of the 
Friends of the Milford Library, bring 
books to places where neighbors share 
their favorite literature and stories.  

Little Library at Gulf Beach Opens for Season 

We need your help. Love to bake? We need volunteers who will make cookies and other baked 
goods for our meetings. Good at greeting and talking with people? We have two openings at the 
Friends’ table in the Library lobby, Wednesdays, 2-4 p.m and Saturdays 12–2 p.m.  If you are inter-
ested, contact us by emailing milfordlib.friends@gmail.com or calling 203-783-3291.  

Saturday, August 19, Book Sale at Oyster Fest, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Friday, September 15: Friday with Friends, speaker Hedda Kopf, retired Professor of Women's 
Studies at Quinnipiac University, 10:00 a.m.   

Saturday, October 21: Party in the Stacks! 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

Mark Your Calendars 

http://with1000booksbeforekindergarten.org/
http://with1000booksbeforekindergarten.org/


Amazon Smile 
Do you order from Amazon?  If so, you can donate to the Friends at no charge to you by order-
ing through Amazon Smile and selecting Friends of the Milford Public Library as your non-
profit of choice.  Amazon will donate a percentage of each purchase to the Friends. 

 

“Welcome to Milford” Program Continues to Flourish 
Our librarians offer “Welcome to Milford” bags to new Milford residents when they apply for a li-
brary card.  The Friends sponsor the bags, which are filled with materials about the Library and Mil-
ford non-profits, along with information about the cultural institutions for which the Library offers 
free passes. Materials from the cultural institutions are a new addition to the bags this year and 12 
new organizations have chosen to join the program. Several members of the committee met regular-
ly to fill the Welcome to Milford bags.  Many thanks to Chair Pam Pilla and committee members 
Lois Barr, Cheryl Cappiali, Marilyn May, Bettina Thiel, and Anne Bolin for stuffing our bags.  As of 
June 1, 39 of the original 50 bags prepared in March have been distributed to new patrons! 
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Party in the Stacks! Wins State Award 
The Party in the Stacks! Committee of the Friends of the Milford Library has been awarded 
the Friends of Connecticut Libraries Focused Project Award for last year’s successful event.  

“We, the staff and Milford community," said 
Library Director Chris Angeli, "are so fortunate 
to have such hard working, creative individuals 
working tirelessly in support of the Library.  It 
is worth noting that our Friends group is the 
only one in the State to be chosen for this pres-
tigious Award.” 

Noted Friends President Anne Bolin, “We are 
proud of the work that the Friends of the Mil-
ford Library is performing to help raise dollars 
for programs and to fulfill other needs of the 
Library.  The Committee, honored at the 
Friends of CT Libraries Annual meeting on 
June 10, is hard at work planning the second 
Party in the Stack! to be held on Saturday, Oc-
tober 21.  We will start selling tickets right after 
Labor Day.”  

The Party in the Stacks! Committee: Back row: Carrie 

Bryant, Amy Bringardner, Marion Morra, Co-

Chair Lisa Thornell-Gargiulo, Jack Button, Co-

Chair Lois Barr; in front: Andy Gargiulo, Sylvia Haz-

ard. Not pictured:  Cheryl Cappiali, Judy Reach Condit, 

Linda Sheehan and Anne Bolin.    

Milford Students Win Friends’ Book and Scholarship Awards 

Free Passes For Great Events 

“Seven students are the winners of this year’s Friends Book and Scholarship Awards,” said Margaret 
Bolger, Chair of the Friends of the Milford Library’s High School Awards Committee.  Winners of 
the Book Awards, given for the third year by the Friends, are each members of the junior class at the 
five high schools in Milford. These students are recognized for their demonstrated strong and con-
sistent love of reading, outstanding personal characters and the positive impact they have made on 
their school and community: Chania Chaisson-Fortin, Foran; Hannah Williams, Laural-
ton;  Dominick Buccitti, Law; Sean Rescsanski, Platt; Eric Silva, The Academy.   

“We are also pleased to announce the winners of the Friends Scholarship Awards,” noted Chair   
Bolger. “This is the second year that the Friends have been able to award $500 scholarships to two 
deserving seniors, one in each of the City’s two high schools:  Francesca Faura, Foran and Kavitha  
Mohanarajan, Law.” 
 
The Book and Scholarship awards were presented by Superintendent of Schools Dr. Elizabeth Feser 
and Friends President Dr. Anne Bolin at a ceremony at the Milford Library.  Friends’ High School 
Awards Committee members Peggy Bolger, Anne Bolin, Carrie Bryant, Stacy Kratt, Diana Preece, 
Judy Salemme and Holly Tighe worked with school personnel in all five of Milford’s high schools in 
the selection of students to receive these awards.  

The library is so much more than books. In fact, thanks to the generosity of the Friends of the Milford 
Library, patrons can see a play, tour an historic house, view some of the world’s most iconic art by some 
of the best painters of all time, even spend an afternoon with exotic creatures from the sea and jungle. 

There are passes providing free admission to nine area attractions -- some admitting up to six people, 
and 10 more that provide discounts. Among those are the Shoreline Trolley Museum in East Haven, giv-
ing library patrons the opportunity to ride streetcars from the 19th and 20 centuries. The New England 
Air Museum in Windsor Locks has on display everything from an early fixed-wing bi-plane to the latest 
gliders and jets. Visitors can climb into the cockpit of a World War II era fighter plane, many of which 
were manufactured in Connecticut. But the most popular pass, by far, is for the Beardsley Zoo in Bridge-
port, says Ronda Zalenski, the library technician in charge of the passes. 

Due to the popularity of the passes, and since reservations aren’t taken ahead of time, the library will 
hold a pass for an hour if someone calls in to check availability.  “To encourage the return of the passes 

on time, there’s a $5 a day late fee. We want as many people as possible 
to be able to take advantage of this great service,’’ Zalenski said. 

Among the newest passes are those for the Florence Griswold Art Muse-
um in Old Lyme and the EverWonder Children’s Museum in Newtown. 
Coming back in the fall for a full season is the Long Wharf Theater pass 
program, which provides two tickets absolutely free for certain perfor-
mances. “The acclaimed New Haven theater ‘blacks out’ some dates 
when demand is high and provides tickets on a standby basis for some 
other performances,” Zalenski said. “But the face value of the tickets has 

been as high as $85 each. We had really good feedback for the short time we offered the Long Wharf 
passes last season and we’re looking forward to offering them again,’’ Zalenski said. 

Contact Us:   Email:  milfordlib.friends@gmail.com    


