
1 
 

 
SEWER COMMISSION 

 
 
A meeting of the Board of Sewer Commissioners was held on Thursday, December 3, 2009, 
in Conference Room A of the Parsons Complex, 70 West River Street.  Chairman P. Austin 
called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The following Commission Members were present: 
 
   Chairman Paul Austin, Commissioner Michael V. Brown,  
   Commissioner Donald Anderson and Commissioner Louis D’Amato 
 
Others Present: Consultants Raymond Macaluso and K. Mark Davis, Westcott and  
   Mapes, Inc.; Consultants, AECOM, Inc. Ken Bradstreet; and James 
   Cooper, Acting Wastewater Superintendent. 
 
Excused:  Commissioner Robert Carroll   
 
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS: 
 
Joe Gorkowski – Advanced Linens – he stated he is looking to expand his business.  He stated 
in his business he does not put any oil, grease or medical waste into the sewer system.  He 
went on to explain the details of his expansion and also referenced a recent ruling. 
 
Chairman Austin – commented the Board was somewhat aware of a recent court case, but 
thanked him for bringing it to their attention.  He stated they would review the court case to 
see if there is something they can undertake. 
 
Commissioner Brown asked the location of the cleaner on Woodmont Road. 
 
Mr. Gorkowski replied he is located opposite the Milford Motel and next to Dunkin Donuts.  
He also commented how fortunate in these economic times that he is able to expand his 
business.  He stated allowing him to expand would not only build his business, but the 
community as well. 
 
Chairman Austin reiterated he would get a ruling from the City Attorney. 
 
PETITIONS ACCORDING TO DATE & TIME THEY WERE SUBMITTED 
 
None. 
 
NON CONFORMING APPLICATION (PETITIONS) 
        
None. 
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TABLED APPLICATIONS 
 
None. 
 
WESTCOTT AND MAPES, INC. 
 
Mr. Davis presented the following report: 
 
A. Indian River Interceptor & Manhole Repairs 
 
Westcott and Mapes, Inc. reported that easements are being acquired and that meetings with 
owners to discuss impact on their property are ongoing.  These will be completed prior to any 
public meetings. 
 
B.  East/West Interceptor Replacement 
 
Westcott and Mapes, Inc. reported that this project is complete and that the guaranty period 
continues to May 27, 2010. 
 
C.  East Broadway Interceptor Replacement 
 
Westcott and Mapes, Inc. reported that the payment request submitted at the March meeting is 
under review by the City Attorney.  Additionally, the claim against the Payment Bond 
submitted by Griffin Dewatering is also under review by the City Attorney.    
 
Also, since the project was terminated last December it has been added to the East Broadway 
Pump Station project as an add-alternate.  The project plans have been integrated into the 
Pump Station plan set, construction requirements have been added to the Pump Station 
specification, and materials necessary for construction of the interceptor sewer have been 
added to the Bid Documents.  These Contract Documents have been provided to AECOM for 
bidding and are currently under review by the City Attorney. 
 
D.  West Avenue Parallel Force Main 
 
Westcott and Mapes, Inc. reported that 720-feet of 30-inch Ductile Iron Pipe was delivered to 
Caswell Street on November 30, 2009.  Also, review of required Contractor submittals for 
materials and methods is ongoing. 
 
In addition, Westcott and Mapes, Inc. reported that a meeting was held with the City Attorney 
and Director of Public Works to discuss concern over the ability of the Contractor, Louis 
Gherlone Excavating, Inc. to complete the project on schedule since they were now 100-days 
into the project with little progress made on installation of the sanitary sewer force main.  
Subsequent to this meeting, the Contractor was advised that there is no justification for 
extending the project beyond the required completion date of September 8, 2010 and that the 
City may seek liquidated damages if the project is not completed on schedule. 
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D. West Avenue Parallel Force Main continued 
 
Commissioner D’Amato asked what indications they have that the project may not be done on 
time. 
 
Mr. Davis replied they are already 100 days behind schedule. 
 
Commissioner D’Amato asked if there is a reason for the delay. 
 
Mr. Davis responded they have not been given a reason for the delay. 
 
Mr. Macaluso added Gherlone Construction will be working through the winter but has not 
prepared a plan to maintain the roads. He stated the City can put them on notice that they will 
be charged the liquidated damages amount of $750.00 per day if the job is not completed by 
September 2010 in accordance with the contract documents. 
 
Mr. Davis continued with his report.  He stated Westcott and Mapes, Inc. has received an 
invoice from GO Environmental in the amount of $1,480 for collecting and testing soil 
samples taken from the test pits excavated on October 22, 2009.  Westcott and Mapes, Inc. 
have reviewed the invoice and recommends payment. 
 
E.  Buckingham Avenue Force Main 
 
Westcott and Mapes, Inc. reported that Complete Construction Company and their bonding 
company have agreed to extend their bid until the next Sewer Commission meeting on 
January 7, 2010.  At that time they will consider another extension.  Westcott and Mapes, Inc. 
recommend approval of an extension to the next meeting. 
 
Commissioners’ Anderson and Brown made and seconded a motion to extend the time period 
to the next meeting of the Sewer Commission scheduled for January 7, 2010.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
EARTH TECH, INC./AECOM TECHNICAL SERVICES, INC. 
 
Mr. K. Bradstreet presented the following report: 
 
A. Housatonic & Beaver Brook Wastewater Treatment Plants 

 
1.  There is no requisition this month for Carlin Contracting. 

 
  Adjustment and testing of the dissolved oxygen control systems at both plants is 

 ongoing.  Punch list work is continuing at both plants. 
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         2.    Carlin is proceeding with repair of the grit blowers at the Housatonic plant as 
 authorized by the Board at the November meeting.  The first blower was determined 
 to be repairable. 

  
         3.  We plan to present a final change order for each plant at the next meeting of the Board 

 totaling approximately $45,000, which will include the belt press platforms, the grit 
 blower rebuilds and miscellaneous items of work at both plants.  With this change 
 order, approximately $83,000 will remain in the contingency account.  We will then 
 anticipate presenting Carlin’s final payment requisition at the February meeting of the 
 Board. 

 
Mr. Bradstreet asked the Commission to increase the amount for the repair of the blowers to 
$20,000. 
 
Commissioners’ D’Amato and Anderson made and seconded a motion to increase the amount 
allocated for the repair of the blowers to $20,000.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Macaluso noted they had received Planning and Zoning and Building Department 
approvals. 
 
B. West Avenue and Gulf Pond Pump Station and Force Main 

 
        1.  Earth Tech is continuing to update the design of the pump stations as well as 
  package the plans and specifications for bidding.  We anticipate submitting this 
  project for review by DEP and the City Attorney in January 2010. 
 
C.  East Broadway Pump Station Relocation 
 
         1. The plans and specifications have been completed and have been submitted to 
  the City Attorney and the Connecticut DEP for review prior to bidding. 
 
         2. Approval of the plans and specifications has been received from DEP. 
 
         3. On approval by the City Attorney, we will schedule advertisement for bids and 
  schedule a pre-bid meeting. 

 
Mr. Charlie Smith addressed the reliable and continuous base of the plant.  He also explained the 
substantial completion date which started March 1, 2009 and will expire March 1, 2020.  He stated 
there are 3 or 4 that have not even started the clock, therefore they are not ready to give any substantial 
completion. 
 
D.  Welch’s Point and Rock Street Pump Stations 
 

1. AECOM is continuing to work on this project.  
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E. West Avenue Pump Station Emergency Repairs 
 

1. The West Avenue Emergency Repairs have been successfully completed. 
 

  
F.  Emergency Repairs at Housatonic Treatment Plant Work remaining: 
 
   1.  Emergency Repairs at Housatonic Treatment Plant Work remaining consists of 

  follow up with equipment that was disassembled, inspected and rebuilt, and 
  disassembly, cleaning and inspection of the second belt press conveyor. 

 
USER FEE REVISIONS/ASSESSMENT REVISIONS 
 
None. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
None. 
 
CONSULTING ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 
No report. 
 
WASTEWATER REPORT 
 
Mr. Cooper, Acting Wastewater Superintendent reported they have a new computer program 
and gave a brief presentation of how the new program has assisted them.  He explained how 
when there are storms he can through this new program see where those alarms are and what 
is going on.  Mr. Cooper continued with the following report: 
 
Plants 
 
Both Wastewater Plants performed well in the month of October, producing a good effluent. 
 
At the Housatonic Plant normal maintenance was performed.  We are still having some 
problems at West Ave, but it is getting better.  At the plant things are running well, they are 
still working on punch list items.   
 
At the Beaverbrook Plant normal monthly maintenance was performed.  We have some 
problems with the aeration control system and the odor control system.  Nitrogen levels have 
been ok at Beaverbrook but have been hampered by the aeration control system not working 
properly. 
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Collection System – Pump Systems 
 
Scheduled maintenance was performed at the following pump stations:  Ford Street, 
Morningside Drive, White Oaks Terrace and Buckingham Avenue Pump Station. 
 
Other duties performed by Pump Station Crews: 
 
 1. At the White Oaks Pump Station the Wastewater Electrician had to make 
repairs on the main circuit breaker for the #3 pump. 
 2.  We also pulled out the #2 pump to have it checked out for a possible voltage 
leak or short circuit. 
 3. At Captains Walk and Old Field Lane we worked on a punch list of repairs for 
the contractor who installed a new engine and a new transfer switch at these stations. 
 4. The variable frequency drive on the #3 pump at Rogers Avenue Pump Station 
was removed and sent back for factory warrantee repairs. 
 5. At Anderson Avenue we changed out the 25 HP motor for a 30 HP premium 
efficiency motor as a scheduled upgrade on the #3 pump.  The complete rotating assembly for 
the same pump was also changed out. 
 
There were three (3) alarms at pump stations in October: 2 for power outages and 1 for high 
water. 
  
Sewer Maintenance 
 
Sewer Maintenance answered ten (10) complaints. 
 
Sewer Maintenance crews performed scheduled maintenance sites eight (8) troubled sites 
citywide: #11, #16, #17, #31, #32, #38, #42 and #49. 
 
Scheduled maintenance was performed on the following equipment:  The Clark Street odor 
control chamber, we also cleaned and organized all the garage bays for collection system 
vehicles and equipment. 
 
There was one (1) sewer excavation in October:  16 Sand Street. 
 
Other duties performed by Sewer Maintenance crews: 
 

1. The technical services crew assisted Complete Construction with the repair to the 
force main from the West Avenue Pump Station. 
 

 2.  The Sewer maintenance crews assisted with plugging and pumping out the lines so 
pump station crews could remove and install a new pump at the Anderson Avenue Pump 
Station. 
 
Total of 18,310 ft. were jet flushed, 1480 feet were TV’ed with our standard TV equipment, 
and 328 ft were spy tv’ed. We also hand rodded 163 ft., used the hydraulic jet root cutter to 
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relieve 580 ft, root treated 275 ft., smoke tested 315 ft., and dye tested 100 ft. to check for 
sewer connection. 
 
  
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Chairman Austin reported there were five (5) Administrative Approvals, which have been 
approved since the November 5, 2009 meeting: 
 
1. 1201 Boston Post Road – Space 9024 – Million Snacks Kiosk – Allowed water usage 
for the entire parcel is 112,290 gallons per day.  The proposed water usage for this space is 40 
gpd (2 employees * 20 gpd per employee + 40 gallons per day).  The prior water usage for the 
mall is 106,819.  Gpd for a total of 106,859 gpd. 
 
2. 1201 Boston Post Road – Space 9024A – Jewel Forest Kiosk  - Allowed water usage 
for the entire parcel is 112,290 gallons per day.  The proposed water usage for this space is 40 
gpd (2 employees *20 gpd per employee = 40 gallons per day).  The prior water usage for the 
mail is 106,819.  Gpd for a total of 106,899 gpd. 
 
3. 1201 Boston Post Road – Space 9217 – Cup It Kiosk – Allowed water usage for the 
entire parcel is 112, 290 gallons per day.  The proposed water usage for this space is 40 gpd. 
(2 employees * 20 gpd per employee + 40 gallons per day_.  The prior water usage for the 
mall is 106,819.  Gpd for a total of 106,939 gpd. 
 
4. 1201 Boston Post Road – Space 2102 – Sunglass Hut – Allowed water usage for the 
entire parcel is 112,290 gallons per day.  The proposed water usage for this space is 58 
gallons per day (572 * .10 + 58 gallons per day).  The prior water usage for the mall is 
106,819.  Gpd for a total of 106,997.  Gpd. 
 
5. 887-831 Bridgeport Avenue – AAA Auto Club – Allowed water usage for the entire 
parcel is 1,935 gallons per day.  The proposed water usage for this space is 200 gallons per  
day (10 employees * 20 gpd = 200 gpd).  The prior water usage for this entire building was 
979 gpd.  This auto club is only occupying a section of the building 2842 SF out of 9,617 SF. 
 
Chairman Austin also reported the new schedule of meetings for 2010 was included in the 
Commissioner’s packets.  He stated all the meetings were scheduled for Conference Room A, 
however, that could change.  Chairman Austin spoke regarding the Connecticut Court case 
which will be referred to the City Attorney, which would then give them direction as to how 
to proceed with the application for Woodmont Road. 
 
Commissioner D’Amato stated he has some familiarity with this and explained how this 
ruling came about.  He stated the common law seems to be based upon this case and the town 
then adjusts it accordingly.  A brief discussion ensued. 
 
Mr. Macaluso commented the recommendation from this Commission should be to forward 
this case to the City Attorney for review before proceeding.  Discussion resumed. 
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Commissioners’ Anderson and Brown made and seconded a motion to refer the Court case to 
the City Attorney for an opinion. 
 
1.) Future Sewer Priorities – Chairman Austin stated he asked Mr. Macaluso to speak 
regarding the Capital Improvement Plan regarding sewer projects.  Chairman Austin stated 
Mr. Macaluso would give a report on sewer projects with a priority list, phase, etc. 
 
Mr. Macaluso gave his presentation which included the following recommendations:    He 
stated the Buckingham Avenue Force Main should go to the Board of Aldermen for approval 
in February to increase the contract by approximately $1.5 mil. He also reported on Fresh 
Meadow Lane/White Oaks Terrace/Wheelers Farms Road.  He explained we did not receive 
bonding to construct the project that would cost approximately $10,000,000, because of major 
emergency repairs of East/West Interceptor and Buckingham Ave. projects it had to be 
shelved. 
 
 He stated another project is the area north of the parkway, which flows into the major 
collection system on Wolf Harbor Rd. He continued with an explanation of the drawing and 
explained the City negotiated with Avalon to construct the sewer on Wolf Harbor Road. He 
explained because of the economy Avalon shelved the project, essentially putting the city on 
hold. He continued with his explanation of the drawing, explaining Kerry Court and Rogers 
Avenue Pump Station would be other areas to look at as well as other in-fills throughout the 
City. He stated he wanted the Commission to have a general overview of these projects. He 
also reported the pump station on Rosemary Court, the sewer installation on Anderson 
Avenue, Grove Street and New Haven Avenue was shelved and explained the problem they 
had with the residents. Mr. Macaluso stated it would be up to the Commission to make a 
recommendation for the priorities. He stated it would be the recommendation of Westcott and 
Mapes that the Buckingham Avenue Force Main be a priority as well as Kerry Court, Rogers 
Ave Pump Station and in-fill areas throughout the city. He also reported the cost for the Fresh 
Meadow Lane project is $10,000,000 that would also involve storm drainage work. 
 
Commissioner Brown asked if the trunk line is a third priority, followed by Phases 1, 2, and 3. 
 
Mr. Macaluso commented “yes and the City Attorney would have to review the agreement 
with Avalon to construct the main trunk line”. 
 
Commissioner Brown asked about Rogers Avenue. 
 
Mr. Macaluso stated that could be a part of the in-fills along with Kerry Court.  Discussion 
ensued. 
 
Commissioners’ Brown and Anderson made and seconded a motion to provide the Mayor, 
Board of Aldermen and Board of Finance a priority list of sewer projects: 1) Buckingham 
Avenue Force Main; 2) Kerry Court and Rogers Avenue Pump Station; 3) Wolf Harbor Road 
trunk line; 4) Phase 1 (which includes north of the parkway) and contract 2 (2001-B) trunk 
line; 5) Phases 2 and 3 identified on the master plan drawing; 6) Phase 3 – Great River area; 
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and 7) Fresh Meadow/White Oaks Terrace/Wheelers Farm Road.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Commissioners Brown and Anderson made and seconded a motion to amend #2 on the 
priority list to add Raton Drive and all of the in-fills.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Austin also reported to the Commission he has had discussions with the Mayor 
regarding his re-appointment to the Sewer Commission, which is up for renewal at the end of 
December 2009.  He stated he has asked the Mayor not to re-appoint him and that he would 
be leaving the Commission at the end of this year. 
 
Commissioner D’Amato thanked him for his years of service and dedication. 
 
Commissioner Brown echoed those comments. 
 
 
VOTING 

 
A.  Petitions - none. 
 
 B.  Regular Meeting Minutes: 11/5/09   
 
Commissioners’ Anderson and D’Amato made and seconded a motion to approve the minutes 
of the Regular Meeting held on November 5, 2009.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
C.  Payments  
 
Commissioners’ D’Amato and Anderson made and seconded a motion to approve the 
payment List December 3, 2009 as follows: 
 
 To Carlin Contracting Company, Housatonic Plant Upgrades, P.O. 07-0046625-001, 
Account No. 0026-4154-0036-4994-0025 in the amount of $35,669,087.57; 
 
 To  Carlin Contracting Company, Beaverbrook Plant Upgrades, P.O. 07-0046618-001, 
Account No. 0026 4154-0036-4994-0024 in the amount of $12,864,195.00; 
 
 To Westcott and Mapes, Buckingham Avenue Force Main, P.O. 08-0050540-001, 
Account No. 0026-4154-0045-4993-0000 in the amount of $617.50; 
 
 To Westcott and Mapes, East Broadway Interceptor Replacement, P.O. 08-0050648-
001, Account No. 0026-4154-0036-4993-0027 in the amount of $23,937.50;  
 
 To Westcott and Mapes, West Ave Parallel Force Main, P.O. 08-0050658-001, 
Account No. 0026-4154-0036-4993-0031 in the amount of $17,825.00; 
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 To Westcott and Mapes, Indian River Interceptor Repl., P.O. 08-0050659-001, 
Account No. 0026-4154-0036-4993-0033 in the amount of $22,815.00; 
 
 To AECOM/Earth Tech, Engineering Services WWTP Upgrade, P.O. 06-0045461-
001, Account No(s) 0024;0026-4154-0036-4993-0025 in the amount of $37,643.37; and 
 
 To AECOM/Earth Tech, Rock St and Welch’s Point, P.O. 08-0050651-001, Account 
No.(s) 0026-4154-0036-4993-0028 in the amount of $175,000.00; and 
 
 To AECOM/Earth Tech, West Ave/Gulf Pond PS, P.O. 08-0050650-001, Account No. 
0026-4154-0036-4993-0039 in the amount of $12,289.62 
 
 To GO environmental LLC, West Ave Parallel Force Main, P.O. 10-0054232-001, 
Account No. 0026-4154-0036-4994-0021 in the amount of $1,480.00 
 
The total of Payment List December 3, 2009 is in the amount of $133,747.99. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Being no further business to discuss, Commissioners’ Anderson and Brown made and 
seconded a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 8:46 
p.m.        
  
     
     Respectfully submitted, 
      
 
 
     Kathleen K. Huber 
     Acting Recording Secretary 
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