MINUTES OF BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS MEETING
MONDAY, JUNE 10, 2019 7:00 P.M.
STAFF CONFERENCE ROOM, POLICE HEADQUARTERS

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairman Smith called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

1.  ROLL CALL

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Sam, Bergami, Bill Bevan, Alberta Jagoe, John Mager, Sharon Marrone, D. Rubenstein, Richard Smith

COMMISSIONERS NOT PRESENT:  Alberta Jagoe, John Mager

ALSO PRESENT:  Police Chief Mello; Deputy Chief Rahn, Sgt. Kranyak, Ald. Vetro, D. Candido, Secty.

A quorum was present to conduct the business of the meeting.

2.  CONSIDERATION OF APPOINTMENTS - none

3.  CITIZEN COMMENTS 
· S. Alderman – resident of Walnut Beach Condo. – spoke on behalf of the Walnut Beach Condominium Association expressing concern regarding the increased parking and traffic congestion, specifically between driveways on E. Broadway.  She explained that when the parking spaces are filled, it is difficult to exit from parking lots.  Further she noted that last summer the city did remove 1 space between building 4 and 5 but nothing at building 6 and residents exiting that parking area are worried particularly when pulling out of the lot as there is poor visibility to see if bicycle or car is coming from the left.  

Chief Mello recommended Traffic Division take a closer look at the area in question.  Sgt. Kranyak will follow up regarding this matter.

· Patricia Patrikios, Dock Road – expressed concern regarding traffic calming measures in the Gulf Street/Dock Road area.  Stated she just left another meeting regarding this matter where the residents of the neighborhood expressed their concern regarding pedestrian safety.

Chairman Smith explained that this matter is on the agenda for this meeting and will be further discussed at that time.

Discussion ensued regarding diagonal parking on E. Broadway and Chief Mello explained the intentions are to go forward with a temporary solution of parking kiosks.  He added the plan as recommended by the Traffic Division was approved last year and is now up to the city and the Mayor as to whether they want to fund that project.  .  

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

It was moved by Comm. Rubenstein and seconded by Comm. Marrone to approve the minutes of the May 13, 2019 meeting as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

5.   READING OF CORRESPONDENCE 
· Acknowledgement of the following officers who volunteered their time and participated in the recent Special Olympics Torch Run:
Officer Norowski, Officer St. Germaine, Det. Broderick, Det. Noss and Sgt. DeStefano

· Michelle Bridgeman, Lincoln Square Productions – as the producer of television program “Truth About Murder” she expressed appreciation to Officer DeVito and Sgt. Youd for their assistance and professionalism in the production highlighting the Milford murder of Kelsey Monahan which occurred a number of years ago.

6.   CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF CHIEF ON MATTERS OF ADMINISTRATION
a.  Safe Driving Awards for:  Sgt. J. Destefano, Det. G. Gallagher, Sgt. Luke Holder,
	Det. S. Noss, Off. Jose Rivera, Off. A. Vakos. - Informational 

b.  Informational – Sgt. Jim O’Keefe will retire effective 8/1/19 - Chief Mello stated Sgt. O’Keefe’s retirement will be effective 8/1/19 but he is now on “terminal leave”.  Further he noted Sgt. Wardowski will now be the training officer for the department based on Sgt. O’Keefe’s retirement.

c. Chief’s General comments – Chief Mello explained the city’s budget freeze is now over and he has 2 weeks to purchase some items out of the current budget which closes 6/30/19.

Chief Mello was proud to report that 6 children have been funded by the Department for the “Send Kids to Camp” program.

Regarding the Walnut Beach parking kiosks, Sgt. Kranyak reported the kiosks were delivered last week and they were to be installed today but due to a miscommunication that did not occur.  He explained that once the kiosks are installed nothing else will change with regard to fees and parking stickers.  

Chief Mello explained Milford residents will pay no fee for parking; non-residents must pay to park whether it be on the street or in the lot. It was also noted that the signage regarding restrictions for times have been removed and new signage regarding kiosks are installed.  It was noted that the Department will be working to enforce the parking areas and the “pay and display” areas as best they can however, there will be a grace period prior to enforcement becoming effective.  

7.    REPORT ON PLANNING & ZONING REQUESTS 
a.  McDonalds Restaurant – 439 Bridgeport Ave – remodel/driveway changes – it was moved by Comm. Rubenstein and seconded by Vice Chair Bergami to accept Traffic Division recommendation regarding McDonalds Restaurant, 439 Bridgeport Ave., remodel/driveway changes.  Motion carried unanimously.

8.    ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS
It was moved by Vice Chairman Bergami and seconded by Comm. Rubenstein to approve the following reports:
	
a. Special Investigations Unit Report
	b. Detective Bureau Report
	c. Crime Prevention Unit Report
	d. Traffic Division and Licensing Unit Report

Comm. Bevan noted a typo in the Juvenile Court Record and Chief Mello stated that would be noted.  He reminded commissioners these are internal documents.

Motion carried unanimously.

9.    UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a.  Bird Scooters Study – it was moved by Comm. Rubenstein and seconded by Vice Chair Bergami to remove item 9 a. Bird Scooters Study from the table at this time.  Motion carried unanimously.

10.  NEW BUSINESS 
a.  Traffic Study – Gulf Street – New Haven Ave to Dock Rd- Traffic Calming Measures – Chief Mello explained when the project was put into place it was noted a wider road gives the driver the impression they can drive faster.  Suggested calming measures such as round-abouts at intersections which cause drivers to slow down were not felt to be cost effective.  

Sgt. Kranyak explained that based on the way the road widens, it is recommended to add bike lanes and edge lines which will be safer for the bikers and slow drivers down.  He added after talking over the matter with one of the city engineers, a recommendation for the intersection of Elton and Dock which would narrow the road visibly and physically with no damage to vehicles but would cause them to slow down.  Also, speed feedback signs such as the one on Governors Avenue will slow traffic down 2 to 7 miles per hour.  He also noted they have studied traffic volumes and speeds of the roads in the area and add those speed signs.  

Chief Mello added these signs will provide data to enable the Traffic Division to make decisions as to whether change needs to take place.  He stated the lines previously explained visibly make a driver feel more restrained and will slow traffic down.  Chief Mello also stated the Department will be purchasing more of those speed feedback signs to be used in other areas. 

Chairman Smith thanked the Traffic Division and Sgt. Kranyak for a job well done.

b.   Traffic Study – Pond Point Ave/Yale Ave – guardrail request for 415 Pond Point Ave – motion was made by Comm. Rubenstein and seconded by Vice Chair Bergami to approve Traffic Division recommendation regarding Traffic Study – Pond Point Ave./Yale Ave.   Motion carried unanimously.

11.  COMMENDATIONS 

a.  Certificate of Commendation- Det. G. Gallagher, case #600-19 – Deputy Chief Rahn explained Det. Gallagher  of the SIU Unit took over the investigation in February, 2019 based on statements and pictures drawn by a young student who had some barriers in communication   She advocated for and achieved a shift in the approach that other organizations took in the case and ensured that the 2 juveniles who resided in the house being investigated were placed in a safe home where they were safe and well cared for.  It was noted by Sgt. Holder who recommended Det. Gallagher for the Certificate of Commendation that without her passion for the case and partnership with other agencies and determined pursuit of the best interests of the 2 children, a positive outcome would not have occurred.

12.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion was made by Vice Chairman Bergami and seconded by Comm. Rubenstein to adjourn to Executive Session at 7:35 p.m. for consideration of Report of Chief of Police on matters concerning the Appointment, Employment, Performance, Evaluation, Health or Dismissal of Department Employees.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
a. Probationary review (3rd quarter) for one Officer.

Chief Mello, Deputy Chief Rahn and commissioners present remained for Executive Session

It was moved by Vice Chair Bergami and seconded by Comm, Marrone to reconvene in public session at 7:55 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Being no further business, it was moved by Vice Chair Bergami and seconded by Comm. Rubenstein to adjourn at 7:56 p.m. Motion carried unanimously. 

Recorded by Diane Candido
Submitted to City Clerk June 11, 2019 
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