
Veterans, Ceremony and Parade Commission Regular Meeting
December 9, 2019 Meeting Minutes 
Opening: The Veterans, Ceremony and Parade Commission held their Regular Meeting on Monday, December 9, 2019 in the Fowler Memorial Building, 45 New Haven Avenue, Tom Flowers called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and asked those present to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Tom Flowers
Mike Kupson 

Pattie Deer 

Vincent Zelinsky 

ABSENT/EXCUSED:

John (Jack) Jansen

Russ Edwards Sr 

Wayne Carson
GUESTS:

Diane Zelinsky –recording secretary 

Agenda: Review of recent Veterans Day activities and how the Commission wants to move forward

Consideration of Minutes –minutes of last meeting were distributed for review and a motion to accept was made by Mike Kupson and 2nd by Pattie Deer 
Old Business:
Discussion commenced about the feedback and reactions to the Veterans Day parade. All in attendance had the highest praise for the Grand Marshall LTC Charles Jaworski Jr. and his poignant and timely words. The commission members thought he did a great job of holding the audience’s attention throughout the entire speech. The focus in his speech being on those who served and are still serving was very important in today’s climate as well as to remember those who paid the ultimate sacrifice for our country. He is an energetic and entertaining speaker and his speech was enjoyed and very much appreciated.
The Commission discussed the various comments made about the confusion that occurred when the route was changed back to the original and regardless of what was considered a lot of publicity and notifications on various social media platforms that attendance was still low for the parade but the crowd that gathered on the Green for the speeches was well attended. There was also about 10 to 15 viewers of the movie SGT Stubby afterward back at the Auditorium. Saturday morning is a difficult time with youth schedules and sports commitments as well as participant’s work schedules but appreciation was given to all those that did attend.
Tom reported that he has spoken to the nominee to take Christine Smith’s position on the Commission and needs to follow up again on the opening. 

New Business:

Discussion was opened in regards to the Memorial Day 2020 parade. Tom Flowers is in favor of continuing to hold it on Sunday as participation and attendance is always better for this event. Motion was made by Pattie Deer to hold the Wreath Laying ceremony to begin at 10 am on Sunday, May 24th 2020  at the Dough Boy monument and proceed to the other 4 war monuments on the green with the Parade to step off at 2pm on the same day. Vinny Zelinsky 2nd the motion and the vote was held and motion passed.
Tom Flowers wanted to record a reminder for the 2020 Veteran’s Day Wreath Laying Ceremony. Only 1 wreath will be presented by each VSO at the Dough Boy WWI monument and the entire ceremony will take place at that site.

For the Good of the Order:

Mike Kupson presented notification of an offer by the Bridgeport Sound Tigers for Military Appreciation Weekend, Saturday and Sunday January11 and 12, 2020.

Saturday will be Military Hat Giveaway to the first 2500 fans with the game starting at 7pm, Sunday will be Military T-Shirt giveaway to the first 1,000 fans with the game at 3pm

All Veterans and Military personnel will receive a free ticket by showing their Military ID at the box office, family members can receive tickets for the discounted price of $18.00

Meeting adjourned at: 7:45 pm (Motion made Pattie Deer and 2nd by Vinny Zelinsky)
Respectfully Submitted by
Diane Zelinsky
Recording Secretary


