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Neighbor Dispute?  

Consider Mediation

Unfortunately, many subjects of neighbor disputes do not fall under our jurisdiction. They are still valid issues and unfortunately can cause escalating tensions and unpleasantness. In these cases, mediation can often help address these issues in a way that benefits all parties involved, without the need for lawsuits or other measures.

If you want to find effective solutions to neighborhood problems, such as lights, noise, or trees, you might first want to investigate these questions:

· Do the city codes and ordinances address this issue?

· If so, does the remedy that the city will impose address your concern?

· What if you have several concerns and the code only addresses some of them?

· Could there be solutions that benefit both parties?

· What kind of relationship would you like with this neighbor in the future?

An alternative to filing a complaint or to hiring a lawyer may be using trained, impartial mediators to get you and other parties together in a safe, private place.  Mediators allow everyone to calmly explain their points of view, helping participants work out their differences and come to their own resolution of the problem.  

Community Mediation, Inc. will provide low cost mediation services to Milford residents.  Community Mediation is a New Haven-based nonprofit organization that promotes peaceful communities and just relationships by enabling individuals, families, organizations, and communities to resolve their conflicts through mediation, dialogue, training, facilitation, and education.  They can mediate:

· Neighbor conflicts

· Tenant/landlord disagreements

· Employment issues

· Minor criminal incidents

· Public policy issues

· Community issues

Services are provided on a sliding scale and are considerably less expansive than legal fees.  Parties in mediation create their own outcomes, maintaining their personal power instead of having a solution imposed upon them by judges or arbitrators.

Community Mediation, Inc.

32 Elm Street, New Haven, Connecticut – 203-782-3500

http://www.community-mediation.org/



