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CITY OF MILFORD 
SEWER COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 

September 28, 2022 
 
 

The Sewer Commission of the City of Milford held a regular meeting on Wednesday, 
September 28, 2022, at 6 PM.  This meeting was held by videoconference via Zoom. 
 
The following Commissioners were in attendance: 
Chairman Edmund Collier 
Vice Chairman, Bradford Hubler 
Commissioner Edward Abel  
 
Others in attendance:  
Lindsay King, Wastewater 
Robert Tedeschi, Sewer Consultant, Weston & Sampson  
Michelle Parente, Aldermen Liaison 
Beverly Hayes, Recording Secretary 
 
Commissioners and others not in attendance:   
Commissioner Brian Bier  
Commissioner Tara Carroll 
Christopher Saley, Director of Public Works 
Scott Marlow, Alderman Liaison 
 
Chairman Collier called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.    

  
1. CITIZEN’S COMMENTS - None 
 
Statements limited to the legislative function of the Sewer Commission.  The time limit 
granted to each speaker shall be three (3) minutes. Residents, taxpayers, or electors may 
address the Commission. 
 
2. APPLICATIONS (PETITIONS)   
 
a.) 25 Research Drive – Request for Waiver of Exterior Grease and Allow AGRU 
 
Ron Wassmer, Ct Civil Group, 158 Research Drive, representing the owner, BAPS New 
Haven, LLC.  They have a previous approval for this property which included an exterior 
grease trap, however, they are requesting a waiver of the exterior grease trap to allow an 
interior AGRU.  He explained that DEEP allows for AGRU’s and the kitchen will only be in 
use 1 day a week for religious gatherings.   He within the allowable flow for this use. 
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Commission Hubler made a motion to approve for discussion.  Discussion ensued as to 
maintenance and inspection of Grease Traps and the City’s position on requiring Exterior 
Grease Traps.  B. Hubler withdrew his motion to approve.  B. Hubler made a motion to 
table with Commission Abel seconding the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
3. SEWER ASSESSMENTS - None 
   
4. WESTCOTT & MAPES, INC. – Report from Mark Davis – presented by Chairman Collier 

 
A. Gulf Pond Sanitary Pump Station Repairs 

 
No change since last report. 
 

5. CONSULTING ENGINEER’S REPORT – Weston & Sampson – Robert Tedeschi 
 

On-Call Support Services 
1. Sanitary Sewer Pump Station Upgrades #1 Various Locations: 

a. This project consists of proposed improvements to the following wastewater pumping 
stations:   

i. Sailors Lane Pump Station 
ii. Old Gate Lane Pump Station  

iii. New Haven Ave Pump Station 
iv. Watrous Lane Pump Station 
v. Live Oaks Pump Station 

b. Received and incorporated 90% design documents from staff. 
c. Submitted Coastal Site Plan Review Permit Application to the City for approval, received 

comments and currently responding to same.  
d. Attended Inland Wetland Agency (IWA) meeting and received approval with conditions.  

Contract Documents are being modified to incorporate comments. 
e. Submitted Contract Document to the City Engineer for review and comment.  Received 

and currently incorporating comments from the City Engineer.   
f. Action Item:  Obtain Coastal Site Plan Review approval prior to bidding. 

  
2. Collection System Flow Evaluation: 

a. Report submitted on January 24, 2022 which included a prioritized schedule for future 
Sanitary Sewer Evaluation Surveys (SSES) that would identify sources of Infiltration and 
Inflow (I/I) and other defects in the wastewater collection system.   

b. Met with CTDEEP to discuss options for moving forward with developing SSES documents.  
SSES evaluations are partially funded by the CTDEEP Clean Water Fund Planning Grant 
Program (55% Grant, 45% Local Share) 

c. Action:  City published a Request For Qualifications to perform the SSES Study.   Sewer 
Commission to select a consultant to perform the SSES study. 
 

3. Housatonic WWTP Modeling & Assessment: Athletic Brewing Co. 
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a. The Housatonic wastewater treatment facility can accept and treat the applicant’s initial 
loading (at 20,000 gpd) without need for modification to current processes or equipment. 
However, ultimate loading (at 80,000 gpd) will require operational and physical changes 
to allow for both the applicant’s flows and continued acceptance of planned flows from 
continued development within the City.   This is summarized in Weston & Sampson’s 
engineering report dated March 2022. 

b. The Applicant has submitted a CT DEEP “General Permit Registration Form for Discharge 
of Wastewaters from Significant Industrial Users (SIU GP)” to the City for approval.  
Reviewed and commented upon said SIU GP. 

c. Met with CT DEEP, the City and the Applicant on July 11th to discuss development schedule 
and permitting requirements.  It is anticipated that wastewater flow from the facility will 
reach the following milestones as follows: 

i. 20,000 gpd by the end of 2022. 
ii. 40,000 gpd by mid-2023. 

iii. 80,000 gpd by early 2024. 
d. Developed additional modeling analysis to determine impact of proposed 40,000 GPD 

discharge and impact on the WWTP 
e. Action:  Discussions between the City and the Applicant have progressed.  City is currently 

memorializing the financial Agreement with the Applicant.  Once the agreement is in 
place, the improvements to the Housatonic WWTP, which are required prior to full build 
out of the facility, can begin.  
 

4. Rogers Avenue Sanitary Pump Station Upgrade 
a. Proposed upgrades will consist of replacing:  

i. 3 Pumps   75 HP   1,300 gpm; 104 TDH 480 3 phase (Allis Chalmers) 
ii. Level and Pump controls, 

iii. Channel grinders, 
iv. 180 Kw Stand-by generator 
v. Buried fuel oil tank with above ground tank. 

b. Upgrades will also be made to protect against flooding during storm events. 
c. Reviewed FEMA Flood Maps and established anticipated design flood elevation. 
d. Base topographic survey and wetland delineation complete.  
a. 30% design submission submitted and reviewed.  Comments have been incorporated.  

Review meeting held on 8/10/2022. 
b. Design storm will be the 100-year flood elevation plus 3 feet, plus 20 inches to account 

for anticipated sea level rise by 2050.   
c. Continuing work on development of 60% design drawings.  Anticipate 60% design 

submission first week of October. 
 

5. Capital Improvement Projects 
R. Tedeschi referred Mr. King’s memo to Christopher Saley outlining the Wastewater 
Capital Projects for the Capital Improvement Plan.  He explained that the Sanitary Sewer 
Pump Station Upgrades #1 Various Locations which is funded under the American Rescue 
Plan Funded is largely underfunded, which he added to the memo.  Discussion ensued. 
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Commissioner Abel made a motion to approve the submission of the Capital Improvements for 
the Capital Improvement Project Budget.  Commissioner Hubler seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
6. WASTEWATER REPORT – Lindsay King 
 
Wastewater Treatment Plants 
 
Both Wastewater Plants performed well in the month of July, producing a high-quality 
effluent.  133 million gallons was treated at the Housatonic Plant and 38 million gallons 
at the Beaver Brook Plant for a total of 171 million gallons.  The Housatonic plants monthly 
average effluent nitrogen was 67 lbs./day (annual average for 2022 is 166 lbs./day and is 
under the 307 lb./day permit limit).  The Beaverbrook Plants monthly average effluent 
nitrogen was 37 lbs./day (annual average for 2022 is 74 lbs./day and is under the permit 
limit of 94 lbs./day).  
 
Commissioner Abel commended Mr. King’s numbers at the two plants. 
 
Some maintenance items were not completed due to limited staffing. 
 
At the Housatonic Plant normal monthly maintenance was performed: 
1. Troubleshot and fixed loose wiring on scum pump 
2. Installed repaired RAS pump 
3. Performed manufacturer startup on new grit blower 
     
At the Beaverbrook Plant normal monthly maintenance was performed: 
4. Reinstalled digester gas compressor after sending it out for a seal failure. 
5. Greased belt filter press bearings 
6. Cleaned polymer level probes 
 
On Sunday August 28th a sludge spill occurred at the Housatonic Treatment Plant and onto 
nearby Caswell Street.  Plant operators on the weekend crew quickly stopped the spill 
and called in staff to handle the emergency cleanup.  The sludge storage tank that 
overflowed is fed by a sludge pump that turns on and off automatically on a set time.  In 
the event the level in the tanks becomes too high, two 8” overflow pipes inside the tanks 
automatically return the sludge to the head of the plant.  In this case the overflow pipes 
had a blockage and did not allow the sludge to drain causing the tanks to fill and drain 
onto Caswell Street.   
 
Wastewater workers quickly blocked off the sludge from spilling into the marina and 
McVac environmental was onsite to vacuum up the spilled sludge and to clean and 
disinfect the area.  Luckily, no sludge entered a waterway, but multiple cars had to get 
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cleaned to remove sludge from them.  DEEP was notified of the spill and an emergency 
response coordinator from DEEP was onsite overseeing the cleanup. 
 
Several actions will be taken to prevent a reoccurrence of this event: 
 
1. Operators will be checking the sludge storage tank daily by opening the hatch and checking 

the level.  Daily inspection sheets will be modified to record the tank depth 
2. Two high level floats will be installed inside the tanks and connected to the plant alarm 

system.  In the event the tanks fill over the height of the overflow pipes an alarm will alert 
staff before a spill occurs 

 
Collection System 
 
Pump Stations 
 
Scheduled maintenance was performed at the following pump stations: Ryders Woods 
and Roses Mill 
 
Other Duties Performed:  
1. Repaired driveshaft guard at Gulf Pond after getting stress cracks from vibration 
2. Troubleshot and replaced bad temperature sensor on the generator at Watrous pump 

station 
3. West Mayflower - Pump #3 had a seal fail at the same time pump #4 failed on a ground 

fault.  Pump #3 was sent out for expedited repairs and reinstalled.  Pump #4 cannot be 
repaired, and a new pump has been ordered.  

4. Set up a temporary bypass at Holly St pump station to replace brackets and rails in the wet 
well 

5. Cleared three clogs at Rogers Pump Station 
 
There were 5 alarms at the pump stations:  

3    for High Water 
1    for Low Well 
0    for Power Outage 
1    for Station Trouble 
0    for Pump Overtemperature 

 
Sewer Maintenance 
 
Sewer Maintenance answered 10 complaints. 
 
Sewer Maintenance crews performed scheduled maintenance at the following T-sites:  

T-4, T-16, T-33, T-40, T-51, and T-55 
 
There were sewer excavations at the following locations: 
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30 Fairwood Avenue 

Rogers Avenue Pump Station – raise buried manhole 

 
Other duties performed were:  
1. Jack-hammered out two manholes on Buckingham Avenue and one on Senica 
2. CCTV inspection camera is out for repair.  A loner has been provided while repairs are made 
3. Mainline blockage near Post Road Pump Station and 247 Rock St (no wastewater left the 

system) 
4. Cleared Calf Pen Meadow easement and jetted siphon 
5. Paving preparation on roads getting paved.  Open, clean and inspect all manholes, replace 

broken frames and covers and raise manholes where needed. 
6. Friday T-sites 
 
A total of 13,710 ft. was jet flushed, 4,790 ft. televised, 1,855 ft. spy TV ’ed, 950 ft. hand 
rodded, 1,425 ft hydraulically root cut, 0 ft smoke tested, 685 ft root treated, and 0 ft. dye 
tested. 
 
7. COMMITTEE REPORTS - None 
 
8.  OLD BUSINESS    
 

a.) RFQ for On-Call Engineering Services – Commissioner Collier explained that 
this may have been re-bid to keep the Wastewater from being exempt for 
certain types of funding.  He has been in touch with the City Attorney regarding 
this bid. 
 

9. VOTING 
 

a.) Public Hearing Sewer Use Public Hearing Minutes of June 1, 2022 
 
Chairman Collier called for motion to approve the minutes of June 1, 2022.   The 
items could not be voted on as Commissioner Bier was not in attendance this 
evening. 
 

b.) Regular Meeting Minutes of August 24, 2022 
 
Chairman Collier called for motion to approve the minutes of August 24, 2022.   
Commissioner Hubler made a motion to approve with Commissioner Abel 
seconding the motion.   The motion carried unanimously. 
 

c.) Approval of Payments 
  
Chairman Collier called for a motion to approve the payments in the amount 
of $30,060.00.  Commissioner Hubler made a motion to approve the payments 
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in the amount of $ 30,060.00 seconded by Commissioner Abel. The motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
b.) CHAIRMAN’S REPORT   

  
a.) Administrative Approvals 

 
Chairman Collier stated there were 17 Administrative Approvals through 
September 28, 2022. 

 
 

  11.  ADJOURN 
Chairman Collier called for a motion to adjourn at 6:42  p.m.   Commissioner Hubler 
made a motion to adjourn with Commissioner Abel seconding the motion.  The 
motion carried unanimously.   

        
       Respectfully submitted, 
        
            
       Beverly A. Hayes, BS 
       Recording Secretary 


