MINUTES OF BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS MEETING
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2019 7:00 P.M.
STAFF CONFERENCE ROOM, POLICE HEADQUARTERS

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairman Smith called the meeting to order at 7:16 p.m.

1.  ROLL CALL

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Sam, Bergami, Bill Bevan, Sharon Marrone, John Mager, D. Rubenstein, Richard Smith

COMMISSIONERS NOT PRESENT:  Alberta Jagoe

ALSO PRESENT:  Police Chief Mello; Ald. Vetro, D. Candido, Secty.

A quorum was present to conduct the business of the meeting.

2.  CONSIDERATION OF APPOINTMENTS - none

3.  CITIZEN COMMENTS 
· Jessica DeYoung – 74 Oriole Lane – took the opportunity to thank the Commissioners for their volunteer services to the Police Dept and the city.  Explained that she is a parent of children who attend Orchard Hills School adding their close proximity to the school makes them “walkers” and not bused to school.  She explained that over recent years she has had her concerns regarding students walking as well as the safety of the crossing guard at Oriole and Pond Point due to the speeding traffic on Pond Point.  She stated she has shared her concerns with Sgt. Kranyak as well as with Ald. Anderson and she was pleased to learn that appropriate signage will be put up at that intersection which will help make the walk safer for both Orchard Hills and Foran students.

Chief Mello explained an illuminated sign will be installed in the area as is in other heavy traffic areas in the city and it is hopeful this will slow the traffic down  He explained the sign is equipped with a tracking system which monitors speed and this will be helpful to the Traffic Division.  .  

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

It was moved by Vice Chairman Bergami and seconded by Comm. Marrone to approve the minutes of the September 10, 2019 meeting as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

5.   READING OF CORRESPONDENCE 
· Resident of Foran Towers – expressed thanks to the 3rd shift officer who was dispatched to a situation occurring outside of her building.  She emphasized the officer handled the situation professionally and she was impressed with the consideration and respect the officer displayed.
· Ansonia Board of Police Commissioners – expressed appreciation to Chief Mello for his participation in the selection committee for the new Chief of Police in Ansonia.
· Betsy Nilan, President, Get In Touch Foundation – thanked the Department for their participation in the recent fundraising activity which some officers participated in.
· B. Donnelly – resident – pleased with the Car Seat Clinic the Police Dept. offers at AAA and expressed her thanks for the program. 

6.   CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF CHIEF ON MATTERS OF ADMINISTRATION
a.  Safe Driving Awards for Det. Chris Cacchillo and Off. Brandon Davidson - Informational

b.  Donation from Tony Wang - $200 – Chief Mello explained Mr. Wang had reported a fraud had been perpetrated at his business and his business suffered a loss of over $100,000.  Further, Officer Pecoraro was assigned to the case and Mr. Wang was impressed with the officer’s professionalism and ability to provide a detailed police report to assist in the case.  He stated Officer Pecoraro provides a positive image of the Milford Police Department and he was pleased to acknowledge that in him.

Motion was made by Vice Chairman Bergami and seconded by Comm. Rubenstein to accept Chief Mello’s recommendation to place the $200 donation from Tony Wang in the Officer Wellness Donation Fund.  Motion carried unanimously. 

c.  Donation to K9 account from Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Craig - $100 – motion was made by Comm. Marrone and seconded by Vice Chairman Bergami to accept the $100 donation from Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Craig and apply that donation to the K-9 Fund as recommended by Chief Mello.  Motion carried unanimously.

	d.  Chief’s General comments - none

7.    REPORT ON PLANNING & ZONING REQUESTS 
a.  33-35 Laurel Ave – Zoning change with Proposed Subdivision – motion was made by Comm. Rubenstein and seconded by Comm. Mager to approve Traffic Div. recommendation regarding 33-35 Laurel Ave – Zoning change with proposed subdivision.  Motion carried unanimously. 

b.  McDonalds Redevelopment – 430 Bridgeport Ave. - motion was made by Vice Chairman Bergami and seconded by Comm. Rubenstein to approve Traffic Division recommendation regarding McDonalds Redevelopment – 430 Bridgeport Ave.  Motion carried unanimously. 
.
8.    ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS
It was moved by Vice Chairman Bergami and seconded by Comm Marrone to approve the following reports:
	
a. Special Investigations Unit Report
	b. Detective Bureau Report
	c. Crime Prevention Unit Report
	d. Traffic Division and Licensing Unit Report

Motion carried unanimously.

Chief Mello pointed out that the numbers reported in the Detective Bureau Report and Special Investigations Unit Report are less because the number of major crimes occurring in Milford is declining.  He added that as a result of that decline, he has pulled 2 positions from that department for the time being.

9.    UNFINISHED BUSINESS - none

10.  NEW BUSINESS - none

11.  COMMENDATIONS - none

12.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion was made by Vice Chairman Bergami and seconded by Comm. Rubenstein to adjourn to Executive Session at 7:30 p.m. for consideration of Report of Chief of Police on matters concerning the Appointment, Employment, Performance, Evaluation, Health or Dismissal of Department Employees.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
a. Consideration of the performance of three Officers.
b. Sick Leave deficit requested by one employee.
c. Review of Deputy Chief Candidates (additional item) 

Chief Mello and commissioners present remained for Executive Session

It was moved by Vice Chairman Bergami and seconded by Comm, Marrone to reconvene in public session at 8:55 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.  

It was moved by Vice Chairman Bergami and seconded by Comm. Marrone as follows: 

a. Consideration of the performance of three Officers.- to uphold Chief Mello’s recommendation regarding the discipline of three police officers.  
b.   Sick Leave deficit requested by one employee – uphold the Chief’s recommendation to extend an amount not to exceed 200 hours for sick leave deficit of one employee.
c.    Review of Deputy Chief Candidates (additional item) to support the Chief’s recommendation regarding the position of Deputy Chief as vacated by the resignation of Deputy Chief Rahn.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

Being no further business, it was moved by Vice Chair Bergami and seconded by Comm. Rubenstein to adjourn at 8:59 p.m. Motion carried unanimously. 

Recorded by Diane Candido 
Submitted to City Clerk October 16, 2019
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