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City of Milford 

Press Release 

Outstanding Youth Honored at the 
Westfield Connecticut Post Fireworks 
Spectacular.  

 
2010 Mayor’s Youth Awards Recognized Community 
Service;  Winners and Finalists Honored in Individual 
& Group Categories;  Mayor James L. Richetelli, Jr. 
Applauds the Devotion of Youth to Serving the 
Community. 
 
Milford, CT, July 6, 2010:  Mayor James L. Richetelli, Jr., in conjunction 

with Milford Youth and Family Services, recently named the winners of the 

annual Mayor’s Youth Award for exceptional service to the community. 

 

Each year, the Mayor and the Milford Youth and Family Services 

acknowledge young people who have performed outstanding service to 

improve Milford or to assist its residents.   “Once again this year, there were 

many deserving youth nominated for this award,” Mayor Richetelli said.  
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Nominees were considered for individual awards in three categories - 

elementary, middle, and high school.  In addition, there was a group 

category to honor community services performed by - but not limited to - 

church youth groups, Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts, school and community 

groups. 

 

The nomination and selection process was coordinated by the Human 

Services Department, whose Executive Director, Lisa Diamond Graham, 

joined Mayor Richetelli in the award presentation.  The awards were 

presented on July 3, 2010 as part of the Westfield Connecticut Post 

Fireworks Spectacular. 

 

This year’s winner in the elementary school category was Gracie McCarl, a 

nine-year-old from Mathewson School, who was nominated by the Reverend 

Anne Marie Meyerhoffer, Pastor of the United Presbyterian Church.  Gracie 

has participated in the Beth El Center Walk and the Good Shepherd annual 

book sale fundraiser.  Among other charitable activities, Gracie has donated 

her hair to Locks of Love. 

 

From the middle school finalists, winner Nicole Cooper was selected to 

receive the Mayor’s Youth Award.  East Shore Middle School teacher Nina 
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Sancher, who nominated Nicole, cited Nicole’s service in the school’s Best 

Buddies Program,  her service in Girl Scouts of America,  her volunteer 

activities at the West River Health Care Center, and a variety of additional 

community service activities.   

 

The 2010 individual winner in the high school category was Lauralton High 

School student Michelle Vitelli, who was nominated by her father, William 

Vitelli.  Michelle has worked as a counselor at Camp Happiness.  Michelle 

teaches 2nd grade religious instruction at Saint Mary Church, volunteers at 

the annual Fire Muster and Saint Mary Women’s Guild auction, and is an 

integral part of the high school Students Against Drunk Driving chapter. 

 

In the group category, the winner of the Mayor’s Youth Award was the Saint 

Gabriel School Student Ambassador Program, nominated by group leader 

Christine Lathuras.  This group of sixth to eighth grade students 

participated in the following activities:  Raking leaves for the elderly; 

volunteering at the Boys & Girls Club of Milford; the Homefront/Americares 

program to rehab the home of a needy family; the New York Cares Coat 

Drive, collecting more than 350 coats; and Earth Day. 

 

Please see the attached lists for the 2010 Mayor’s Youth Award finalists: 
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